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ProScop: An Overview

CUTS has been involved in Developing a Culture of Sustainable Consumption
and Lifestyle through Organic Production and Consumption in the State of
Rajasthan ever since October 2013, which got concluded in December 2021.
The work had made a deep impact and contributed to promoting organic
consumption in the state.

Looking at the success and in order to further consolidate its work on the
issues, CUTS in partnership with the Swedish Society for Nature Conservation
(SSNC) has designed an ambitious five years project clubbing sustainable
production, consumption and practices together in its intervention. The so-
called project ‘Developing a Culture of Sustainable Consumption and Lifestyle
Through Promoting Organic Consumption and Production and Adopting
Sustainable Consumption Practices by Engaging Consumers in the State of
Rajasthan, India’ (ProScop)’ will be implemented in 12 targeted districts and all
seven divisions of Rajasthan for five years.

Sustainable Consumption and Production (SCP)

SCP is about doing more and better with less. It is also about decoupling
economic growth from environmental degradation, increasing resource
efficiency and promoting sustainable lifestyles. We are currently consuming
more resources than ever, exceeding the planet’s capacity for generation. In the
meantime, waste and pollution grow, and the gap between rich and poor is
widening. Health, education, equity and empowerment are all adversely
affected. Crucially, SCP can contribute substantially to poverty alleviation and
the transition towards low-carbon and green economies. CUTS has documented
SCP practices in India and studied sustainable consumption from a consumer
perspective at the National level.




One step ahead, CUTS is implementing SCP intervention in the selected cities of
Rajasthan by conducting research to understand the perception, practices and
pattern of consumption. Also, a sustainable consumption index will be prepared
for the cities. Through the intervention, local consumers and stakeholders will
be sensitised towards a sustainable lifestyle. This approach will be an advocacy
tool to streamline existing policies of the government and push for more
dedicated efforts to support SCP from the consumer perspective.

Proceedings

Gaurav Chaturvedi welcomed all the participants and told them about the
objective of the meeting and gives a brief introduction about the project
ProScop. He told that with the support from the Swedish Society for Nature
Conservation, we are implementing this project in rural and urban areas of the
Bhilwara district. He also mentioned about industrial pollution in Bhilwara as it
is well known for its textile business.

Rajdeep Pareek emphasised the need for SCP. He mentioned that SCP is the
key factor for achieving sustainable development goals. There is a need to
change our lifestyle for judicious use of natural resources and minimise
pollution. He highlighted a recent survey where we inquired about basic habits,
like carrying cloth bags to the market. Surprisingly, most respondents
answered negatively. He emphasised the pressing issue of waste management
in urban areas. Furthermore, he urged for the adoption of innovative solutions
to tackle pollution in both urban and rural regions.

Ravi Chandel, Junior Engineer, Rajasthan State Pollution Control Board stated
that innovative techniques are being used by industries. He mentioned that
now the ash produced from the industries is 100 percent used by cement
industries, thus we are recycling the ash by other industries. He said that now
we are promoting the use of solar energy and rainwater harvesting techniques
in all the new industrial areas. He also mentioned about the green rating
scheme for industries promoted by Rajasthan State Pollution Control Board. He
also informed that a close monitoring system for textile

Pooja Morya, Junior Engineer at the PHED Department in Bhilwara, discussed
the vital importance of water availability and its use in households. She
highlighted the "Har Ghar Jal" campaign, ensuring clean drinking water access
for every home. Morya urged citizens to report water seepage, responding to a



query about a toll-free helpline. She stressed the scarcity of drinking water in
the Bhilwara district, noting significant governmental efforts toward resolution.

Pushpendra Bairagi Programme Officer, Swatch Bharat mission, Bhilwara
Nagar Nigam addressed waste management. He explained the practice of
segregating wet and dry waste, producing city compost for local parks. Bairagi
encouraged household waste segregation and elaborated on municipal
corporations' waste management strategies. He also referenced the 2016 waste
management rule by Rajasthan State Pollution Control Board, outlining
categories for industries, cities, and hospitals.

Gauhar Mahmood, Centre Head CUTS, Chittorgarh gave a vote of thanks to all
the participants and asked them to adopt these sustainable practices for a
sustainable future.
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