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BACKGROUND AND OVERVIEW  

CUTS in partnership with Swedish Society for Nature Conservation (SSNC) conducted a 

study mainly looking at SDG 12 from consumer perspective based on The United 

Nations Guidelines for Consumer Protection (UNGCP). The study aims to frame the 

understanding of concept of SCP beyond the SDG 12 and expand it beyond its current 

environment dimension. The concept was studied taking consideration of its presence 

in UNGCP under from the perspective of sustainable consumption and production.  

 

States like Chhattisgarh, Himachal Pradesh, Kerala, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh were 

covered under the study. CUTS visited targeted states and gathered the information 

from different stakeholders across the states, regarding SDG12 related policies and 

programmes from consumer perspective.  

 

To share the finding of study and gather crucial inputs from relevant stakeholder, CUTS 

organised a National Consultation at New Delhi on March 18, 2021. The main objective 

of the National Consultation was to disseminate the key finding of the study with 

specific focus on the National scenario as well as practices and learning from five 

targeted states.  

 

Apart from sharing best practices from the project states the one day consultation 

deliberated on various other topics like food loss, sustainable tourism, natural resource 

efficiency and many more. The consultation, that followed strict COVID protocol 

guidelines, happened in three separate sessions, saw participation from various 

government departments, organisations working on sustainable consumption and 

consumer protection from Delhi and other states including Chhattisgarh, Himachal 

Pradesh, Kerala, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu and Uttar Pradesh. The study would be finalised 

by CUTS based on the feedbacks received during the consultation and would be widely 

disseminated among the stakeholders.  

 

PROCEEDINGS  

The meeting started on time and arrangements were made to ensure that participants 

are given an opportunity to self-introduce themselves with one another over a cup of 

tea and cookies. During this warming up interaction, participants also shared their 

expectations of the National Consultation. The consultation was a first of its kind for all 

the stakeholders present i.e., a physical discussion between the stakeholders since the 

onset of pandemic. The daylong meeting was split into three different sessions – 

inaugural session, session on India and SCP and session on state level initiatives on SCP.  

 

To give a brief introduction to the project, the inaugural session began with a 

presentation on CUTS Study followed by the welcome address, keynote address and 
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special address by the guests. The next two sessions were entirely focused in presenting 

the findings of the CUTS study both at national level and the state. Both these sessions 

were followed by fruitful discussions to gain new insights. CUTS had an opportunity to 

share its knowledge and as well learn few new developments in the field of SCP from 

the wider set of participants.  

 

OPENING ADDRESS 

George Cheriyan, Director, CUTS International, welcomed the 

meeting attendees and key speakers and gave his opening 

remarks. He stated the objectives of the meeting and recounted 

memories of how CUTS has been a pioneer in sustainable 

consumption and production practices. After talking about the 

purpose of this national consultation on “Sustainable 

Consumption and Production in India: A Consumer Perspective”, 

he touched upon a little bit of background to underline the 

importance of the SDGs in general and SDG 12 in particular. He also referred to the 

report of Asia and Pacific SDG Progress Report 2020 and the 2021 and cautioned that 

the progress on SDG 12 is stagnant and it is anticipated that the region could miss every 

single measurable target under Goal 12, if no serious interventions are made. Quoting 

from the findings of the report, he underlined that the Asia-Pacific region is not on track 

to achieve any of the 17 SDGs by 2030. On its current trajectory, the region may achieve 

less than 10 percent of the SDG targets.   

 

He also spoke about SDG 12 from an Indian context by referring to the Sustainable 

Development Report 2020 that presents the SDG Index and Dashboards for all UN 

member states. The report ranks India at 117th position with 61.92 score, and it is 

Sweden that tops the list. As per the report, the country is facing major challenges in 10 

of the 17 SDGs, and the country is not ranked due to lack information in progress 

towards SDG 12.  

 

Though Ministry of Environment and Forests and Climate Change (MoEF&CC) is the 

nodal Ministry for SDG 12, George expressed concern about how neglected SDG 12 is 

when compared to all other goals. He claimed that SDG 12 is an orphan goal, as the goal 

itself is a mixed bag with many of its targets outside the control of the Ministry of 

Environment. For instance, sustainable tourism is responsibility of Ministry of Tourism; 

Sustainable Public Procurement if implemented would become the responsibility of 

Ministry of Finance. Various ministries are responsible for various targets and this is 

not the case with other goals.  
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He also referred the NITI Aayog released SDG India Index – Baseline Reports 2018 and 

2019 to substantiate the plight of SDG 12. While 2018 report constructed the SDG India 

Index spanning 13 out of 17 SDGs (leaving out Goals 12, 13, 14 and 17), SDG 12 and 13 

were later considered in the 2019 Index report. The exclusion of these goals initially 

was due to the unavailability of comparable data across States and UTs. However, in the 

2019 report many states have not reported on the progress of many indicators (Ex. 

Indicator: 3 Per-capita hazard waste generated) etc.  

 

It is in this context CUTS in partnership with the Swedish Society for Nature 

Conservation (SSNC), planned to conduct a study mainly looking at SDG 12 from a 

consumer perspective based on the UNGCP.  While a lot of studies and discussions are 

available online that looks at SDG 12 from a producers and government perspective, 

nothing much could be seen that attempts to understand this goal from a consumer’s 

perspective. Hence the study presents an analysis of the progress towards SDG 12 up till 

2020 from a consumer perspective using the framework of UNGCP. The study was 

carried out during 2019-2020 by CUTS team. The importance of studying and analysing 

the achievement of a country’s progress under SDG 12 than any other Goal was also felt 

because of its interlinking nature with other goals. Almost all other Goals are connected 

with SDG 12, thereby underlining that any progress to meet Agenda 2030 by a country 

cannot be achieved without carefully approaching and addressing the concerns under 

SDG 12.   

 

He also appraised about the negative impact of pandemic on sustainable consumption 

and how the world is witnessing a never before seen increase in usage of plastic. While 

plastic is playing an important role in protecting people from the deadly virus, 

especially frontline workers, increased usage of plastic face masks, gloves and hand 

sanitizer bottles have increased the burden of plastic waste.  Apart from these, it is 

estimated that plastic packaging waste is projected to increase by as much as 300 

percent because of lockdown measures and the increase of our consumption of single-

use plastics.  

 

Likewise, pandemic outbreak completely transformed the education sector and 

work culture overnight across the globe. Everything had become online. The state of 

Kerala in India itself had seen 400 percent increases in the sale of laptops. In the state of 

Rajasthan the sale of laptops increased by 200 percent. But this sudden increased 

dependence on digital products has exacerbated the e-waste problem. 

India generated 3.2 million tonnes of e-waste last year, ranking third after China (10.1 

million tonnes) and the US (6.9 million tonnes).  

 

Before concluding, George also expressed disappointment regarding the status of 

ecolabels and eco-standards in India. Ecomark, the Indian ecolabel for products was 

https://india.mongabay.com/2018/06/as-e-waste-continues-to-pile-up-a-greater-focus-on-its-management-is-needed/
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introduced in 1991, but inspite of all these years the label has not found acceptability 

from both manufacturers and buyers. A lead by the Government in adopting a green 

public procurement policy would send a strong message to the business community and 

could create demonstration and ripple effects, not just in public procurement but also 

indirectly in private consumption by companies.  

 

While summing up, George pointed out that the main conclusion of the CUTS study is 

that it is very unlikely that India will achieve any of the targets of SDG12 by 2030, unless 

some serious measures are taken by the Government to reverse the present trend. He 

expects the key findings of the report are discussed and deliberated in this day long 

consultation to further improvise the draft report and thanked all stakeholders and 

delegates for the most valuable inputs.  

 

OVERVIEW OF CUTS STUDY ON SCP IN INDIA  

Amar Deep Singh, Senior Programme Officer, CUTS 

International presented a brief overview of the study along with 

key recommendations for better understanding for the audience. 

His presentation began with an introduction of CUTS and later 

touching upon the objectives of the project/study, its framework 

and outline. He also explained to the gathering the methodology 

of the study for better understanding of how the study was 

carried out by CUTS and explained the reason for targeting the 

five project states, the stakeholders approached for getting inputs for the study etc. He 

assured that detailed discussion of the study and its findings would be shared with the 

audience by CUTS during the course of this consultation. However, for the immediate 

knowledge of the dignitaries sitting in the dais, Amar shared the crux of the major 

findings of the study and the same was well received by the audience.  

 

ADDRESS BY THE CHIEF GUEST 

Dr. Rene Van Berkel, UNIDO Representative, Regional Office in 

India began his talk by thanking CUTS for inviting UNIDO to be part 

of this event on SDG 12. He agreed the need to find ways to 

accelerate the actions on SDGs given that almost 5 years has passed 

and just 10 more years left to implement the 2030 Agenda. He also 

agreed that while few works are happening with regard to SDG 12, 

such efforts are patchy and so disconnected that they never add up 

to create a momentum for SCP.  

 

He also spoke about the area where UNIDO focus under SDGs, like SDG 9 that talks 

about inclusive and sustainable industrialization and foster innovation. He also 
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reiterated that SDGs are very much interconnected; in fact SGDs are like a dice with 

seventeen sides, one cannot move on any side without moving the other ones and one 

cannot just pick out anyone goal without any action on others. Later, he also spoke 

about UNIDO contribution towards SDG 12 by working on resource efficient and cleaner 

production (RECP). He said while India has 25 years’ experience working in this area, 

most of such works are through a small movement. He explained that RECP can be seen 

as preventive environmental management practices and total productivity methods to 

improve productive use of materials, energy and water, and reduce the generation of 

waste, effluents and emissions - it is a self-nurturing and vicious cycle. The most 

commonly used cleaner production prevention practices are: good housekeeping; 

technology modification; input substitution; on site recovery, reuse and recycling; and 

product modification.  

 

Rene also advised the audience that sustainable consumption is not just about 

consuming less; it is also about addressing under-consumption and meeting the basic 

needs of the poor. There is a need to maintain an effective balance between under-

consumption and over-consumption and referred to the traditional quote that the 

planet can provide for everyone’s need but not for everyone’s greed. His brief message 

also touched upon how difficult it was to achieve consensus in the international debate 

and negotiations on SCP due to such different perspectives.  

 

Rene also agreed with George regarding COVID-19 concerns and increase in waste 

generation. He called for an immediate need to increase our focus on bio-

medical waste management and finding sustainable ways to tackle e-wastes. While 

agreeing that there is a change in mode of transportation, as people are no longer 

willing to use public transport due to fear of contamination resulting in increased use of 

cars on roads, there are some positive trends like more dependence on bicycle, less 

mobility unless very important etc., that needs to be encouraged.  During his brief talk, 

he also pointed out few issues that need immediate clear actions and foremost of these 

being the need to reduce plastic packaging. He highlighted how companies oftentimes 

go over-board on the packaging i.e. it seems like chip bags contain 30-40% chips and 

remaining 60% air. So one could cut away 20 to 30 percent of plastic waste by 

reducing the amount of plastic packaging for such products and for that we the 

consumers and retailers need to ask for such changes by simply expressing our desire to 

purchase items that are handled in eco-friendly ways. Before summing up, he also 

pointed out the need to bring transformational change within the SME sector in India, as 

productivity and clean operations are the key. 
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KEYNOTE ADDRESS  

Archana Datta, SWITCH-Asia RPAC Coordinator for India, UNEP 

in her keynote address opined that SDGs are designed to end 

poverty and protect our planet to ensure everyone enjoys peace 

and prosperity. SDGs are even more relevant today especially in 

the context of COVID19 and response to such global emergencies 

has to stem from action on SDGs. Achieving SDGs will not only 

help us out of the current crisis but also help us put on a firm 

path dealing with future global health quest and socio economic 

upheavals. Countries that have framework in place to achieve the SDGs will be far more 

resilient to the economic shocks caused by such crisis.  

 

She also acknowledged the cross cutting nature of SDG 12 that requires actions from 

government, private sector and individuals alike. Unsustainable consumption and 

production has led to depletion of natural resources, disruption of our ecosystems, 

resource in carbon intensive economies and infrastructure as well as environmental 

health issues and diseases. Pandemic has shown us many weaknesses of the system; it 

has proved that responsibility to act extends from government to private sectors to civil 

society actors as well as individuals if we are to achieve the environmental goals.  

 

Further, looking at the positive side of the crisis, Archana agreed that crisis has 

accelerated new and emerging sectors that support responsible consumption – like 

online working, producing and consuming locally etc., all of which can lead us to more 

SCP patterns. She also underlined the need to use the stimulus package to launch and 

bring in systemic change that will align our economies with 2030 Agenda as well as the 

Paris Agreement. It is important that the stimulus measures that government is 

announcing take a longer term view and trigger more resilient more economic model 

which is built on green principles.  

 

Before summing up she congratulated CUTS for bringing out this study and highlighting 

various pertinent aspects related to SDG 12 within our country. She also appreciated 

CUTS for giving focus on sub-national actors in the study as it is vital for a large country 

like India. Achieving SDG 12 targets will not only bring in an early action on long term 

agenda on climate change but also reduce pollution and improve waste management 

infrastructure in our country.  Referring to the CUTS report about the lack of effective 

monitoring and data collection with regard to SDG 12, she opined that SWITCH ASIA 

program is precisely working on this concern by providing technical support to the 

government. 
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She summed up saying that science and knowledge needed to achieve 2030 agenda is 

already well advanced, all we need is a creative will. Everyone should use this COVID 19 

crisis to encourage greater action, collaboration and knowledge sharing among 

stakeholders for large public good.   

 

SPECIAL ADDRESS 

Dr. Joy Elamon, DG, Kerala Institute of Local Administration 

(KILA), Kerala thanked the CUTS team for inviting him to this 

consultation and champing the cause of this orphan SDG. He 

agreed with George that all other SDGs have a parent except for 

SDG 12 that requires adoption. He then spoke about the history 

of coming up with a global goal, MDGs, SDGs etc. He pointed out 

how SCP was first heard 30 years ago at the Rio Earth Summit in 

1992, and still we are talking about this orphan goal and its 

always orphaned because of its cross cutting nature.  It has never received the 

importance it should have actually got especially when SDG is impossible to be achieved 

without SCP. He pointed out that while there are goals, indicators and targets, these 

needs to be restructured to suit the local situation. The goals, targets and indicators 

should be restructured and redefined for common laymen to understand, including the 

officials. There is also a need to rework on strategy approach to deal with people, 

community and society. For instance, while we should focus on SMEs to improve 

sustainable production, more focus should also be given on National Rural Livelihoods 

Mission (NRLM) which are smaller than SMEs that is also involved in local level 

production. He also underlined the need to define role and responsibility for each player 

at each level by taking into consideration the principle of subsidiarity.  

 

Saroja, Director, CAG, Chennai congratulated CUTS for bringing 

out this detailed study on SDG 12. She agreed completely with 

George on the bottom-up approach and shared that CAG and 

most other consumer organisations already work by this way in 

fields like sustainable mobility, solid waste management etc. She 

also cautioned that recycling or incineration is not a solution, for 

example, recycling of plastics doesn’t mean recycling an entire 

product. There are remains/leftovers from such recycled products that end up in 

landfills and also the recycled product within 2 or 3 years ends up in landfill. So she 

underlined the need to strongly focus on zero waste policy because recycling is not the 

answer to our waste problem. The only way out of this mess is to start being more 

conscious of the stuff we buy and to reduce our overall waste. 
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Her special address also touched upon issues like the need for managing existing 

resources efficiently than to think about moving to other natural resources like solar 

energy. She do acknowledge that solar power is a key to a clean energy future but 

considering the worldwide surge in photovoltaic deployment since 2010 she cautioned 

that waste volumes of used solar panels are certain to increase more rapidly after 2030. 

So shifting to solar panels, plastic recycling etc. may be an immediate solution to our 

problems, but they are certainly not a long term solution to sustainability. In order to 

truly address sustainability issue we all will need to find creative, cost-effective, and 

highly convenient ways for consumers to reduce and reuse, and if all else fails, recycle.  

 

She also highlighted the poor implementation of existing laws and regulations in our 

country. Quoting a recent study carried out by CAG to investigate the impact of plastic 

bags ban in and around Chennai, she claimed that the effectiveness of the ban critically 

depends on its enforcement and sanctioning system. An effective monitoring of the ban 

by the municipal authorities is critical for the success of such a policy. Adding further, 

she also talked about producer responsibility and the consumer behavioural change.  

Regarding producer responsibility, she talked about issue of affordability, and with 

regards to consumer behavioural change she stressed on the need to reach out to 

consumers, educate them on vital topics like efficient ways of reducing waste, efficient 

use of energy and so on.  

 

Shailly Kedia, Fellow, TERI in her brief talk expressed her 

disappointment over how consumer perspective is lost and 

absent in any of the SDG 12 targets and indicators. She said it 

could have appeared in 12.1 or 12.8 that focus on education, but 

those are missed. Apart from a feeble reference as a voluntary 

instrument, SDG 12 whether it is in global or national indicator 

framework does not have any reference to consumers. 

Consumer perspective could have been consider under 12.7 

(SPP) or 12.8 (education). So study on SDG 12 becomes more important from two levels 

– either from a government perspective or from a consumer perspective. She also 

agreed that data’s related to consumers; especially with regard to what consumers are 

consuming is scanty. So we all need to work together as a coalition or community and 

focus more on SDGs especially SDG 12 and focus on its unique aspects.  

 

Before winding up this inaugural session, George Cherian summarised the observations 

made by different speakers and concluded the session on behalf of CUTS by thanking all 

of them.  
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Session-1 SCP: Where India stands 

 
 

Session-1 was about the presentation of the Study from a National Context of SCP. Dr. 

Joy Elamon, DG, Kerala Institute of Local Administration (KILA), Kerala was chair of the 

session and George Cheriyan, Director, CUTS International was Co-Chair of the session.  

Before winding up this session one, Dr. Joy Elamon, summarised the observations made 

by different speakers and concluded the session on behalf of CUTS by thanking all of 

them. 

Simi TB, Policy Analyst, CUTS presented the findings of the 

study from a perspective of the National Context of SCP and 

began with a brief overview of SDG 12 status at global, regional 

and national level. Later, her presentation touched upon every 

single target under SDG 12 that are relevant for India and 

discussed in detail the challenges and recommendation 

identified through the study. She also spoke about the 

recommendation put forth in the study like the need to develop 

the road map for mainstreaming SCP, need to improve resource efficiency and transit 

towards circular economy,  the urgency to generate awareness among officials and the 

public, the need to have proper accounting of natural resources and waste generated in 

the country, the importance of facilitating coordination, monitoring and reporting of 

SCP activities, the need to revive national ecolabel and widen coverage of BEE Star label, 

promote and encourage use of SPP and sustainable goods and more importantly the 

need to identify and replicate existing best practices across the country and outside.   

 

The study showed that the government have not been able to effectively address the 

drivers of unsustainable consumption and production patterns such as inadequate 
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commitment, ill-informed society, inequitable growth, lack of technology, limited 

product life spans, lack of support or push for greener business models, limited 

incentives for waste prevention via reuse and other means, and the absence of 

sustainable alternatives to high impacting consumption patterns. 

 

Discussions  

Kirtiman Awasthi, Senior Policy Advisor, GIZ India highlight 

the inclusive and sustainable economic model known as the 

Inclusive Green Economy (IGE) provides concrete approaches 

here. It links the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). In view 

of the need for a green recovery as a result of the COVID-19 

pandemic, it is high up on the international agenda. He also 

explained about GIZ’s project ensuring a sustainable future for 

the Indian tea industry. He highlighted SDG 12 is helpful to India 

targeting 40% of power generation from non-fossil fuel by 

2030. An effective response to climate change that assures a sustainable development 

pathway will require a fundamental transformation towards low carbon, climate-

resilient societies. 

 

Shailly Kedia, Fellow, TERI highlighted SDG 12 is require a systemic approach and co-

operation among three actor government, producer and consumer. She shared insight 

based on Switch Asia report on SDG 12. SDG 12.2 is more focused on data collection. 

SDG 12.3 and 12.5 is better linked with waste management. There is need to consumer 

awareness on Sustainable consumption and production. Sustainable public 

procurement should increase the product category apart from energy efficient products 

and increase the number of energy efficient products. There is need to strengthen 

ecotourism and sustainable tourism policy. She highlighted Covid 19 is opportunities 

for achieving the SCP.  

 

Dr. Neetu Goradiya, Joint Director, State Planning Commission, 

Chhattisgarh said awareness generation about SCP is important 

to achieve SDG 12.  He also discussed about state indicator 

framework-SDG in Chhattisgarh. He highlighted the role of 

ministry and department regrading SDG targets and indicators. 

SDG 12 is cross-cutting which is interlinked with various 

ministries and departments. State Planning Commission is doing 

consultations for coordination of SDGs.  He also said consumption and production is 

interrelated. Chhattisgarh has four key characteristics- Naruva (rivulets), Garuva 

(livestock), Ghuruva (waste-management system) and Badi -backyard farms. He also 

shared various government schemes and initiatives for SCP.  
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Ashim Sanyal, COO, Consumer Voice, New Delhi, highlighted 

interlinkages between SDG 12 and other Goals. He also 

discussed perception of NGOs/CSOs on SDGs. He shared 

national perspective on SDGs. He said SDGs is like a policy. It 

should have guidelins and fund for achieve the goals.  SDG 12 is 

overarching goal as it underpins every other Sustainable 

Development Goal, from Zero Poverty to Peace and Justice. He 

also stressed upon simplify the goals to common people. Use of IEC materials is 

important to achieve the SDG 12.  

 

 

Session-2 SCP: Learning from the States 

 

Session-2 was about the presentation on State level findings of SCP. S. Saroja, Director, 

CAG, Chennai was chair of the session and Amar Deep Singh, Senior Programme Officer, 

CUTS International was Co-Chair of the session.  Before winding up this session one, S. 

Saroja, summarised the observations made by different speakers and concluded the 

session on behalf of CUTS by thanking all of them. 

 

Amit Babu, Programme Associate, CUTS International presented 

the State level findings of SCP from targeted five states 

(Chhattisgarh, Himachal Pradesh, Kerala, Rajasthan, Uttar 

Pradesh). He highlighted the institutional setup in targeted five 

states with regard to SDG12. Various government schemes and 

initiatives related to SCP in five states were discussed. He also 

highlighted key case studies related to SCP in five states. Gothan, 

Garbage café, Alappuzha sustainable solid waste management 

practices, Saving Initiatives in Street Lighting, Vermi Composting from Solid Waste so 

on were the case studies. The study highlighted the following challenges: Lacks 
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coordination among departments for SDG 12, localize the indicators, No dedicated fund 

for SDGs, Shortage of technical staff, poor awareness about SDGs among govt officials.  

 

Discussions  

Desh Raj, Research officer, Planning Department, Himachal 

Pradesh said SDGs translation is difficult to understand due to its 

technical language. However, MOSPI has taken various initiative 

for demystifying the targets and indicators. He also highlighted 

various initiative of Planning Department with regard to SDGs. As 

state vision document, there are two timelines for achieving SDGs 

by 2022 and 2030. Most of SDGs were on the track as per given 

guidelines, he added. He said fund, regulation and sensitization 

about SDGs is important to achieve the target. In sensitization, role NGOs/and CSOs is 

important.  

 

Sreekumar Bhaskarn, Joint Director, CPMU, Government of 

Kerala highlighted the intuitional setup with regard to SDGs. 

Central Plan Monitoring Unit (CPMU) functions in the Planning 

and Economic Affairs Department to monitor all SDGs in the 

State. An SDG Cell has been constituted. The government 

constituted this SDG Cell in the CPMU Department under the   

direct supervision of the Assistant Director, CPMU. Kerala 

Institute of Local Administration is mainstreaming SDGs in local 

development planning through capacity building of stakeholders of local governments.  

He discussed the Vision of Perspective Plan 2030 of Kerala. He also highlighted various 

schemes and initiative for SCP in Kerala.   

 

Purushottam Biyani, Former Secretary, Department of LSG, 

Government of Rajasthan highlighted SDG 12 is orphan due to it 

is multi dimensions. It includes various departments and 

ministries. The coordination among these departments and 

ministries were challenged, he added. SDGs is not legal binding 

to government. It should be legally enforced. He discussed about 

the successful practices in Rajasthan. Saving Initiatives in Street 

Lighting, Rejuvenating River Dravyavati in the City of Jaipur and 

Jal Swavalamban Abhiyan were discussed by him. He apricate the CUTS’s study on SDG 

12. He said it is unexplored areas. This consultation has given platform to share best 

practice with regard to SCP. 
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Sanjay Sharma, Director, Anmol Foundation, Chhattisgarh 

highlighted local best practices with regard to SCP in 

Chhattisgarh. He also elaborated the initiative Gadh Kalewa, 

Gothan, Garbage café and sustainable solid waste management. 

He added many schemes to empower women to make them self-

reliant. Adequate training was provided on various subjects and 

gave them employment opportunities. Women worked with full 

responsibility and earned a name in the field assigned. He 

stressed upon awareness about SDG 12 and there should be sensitization on the same 

by IEC materials, workshop and consultations.  

 

Open Discussion 

The panel discussion was followed by an open session where participants shared their 

views on the SCP. Implementing the SDGs through budgeting processes is the primary 

political and economic expression of government policy. Participants form different 

sates shared their view on linkage of budget with SDGs for better planning and 

implementations. Participants also discussed on city specific SCP policy in India. All the 

query related to SCP were discussed.  

 

Vote of Thanks  

Amar Deep Singh, Senior Programme Officer, CUTS International delivered the vote of 

thanks. He thanked to all the particants and speakers for attending the consultation. He 

also thanked The Swedish Society for Nature Conservation for supporting CUTS 

International to work SCP. He said in future CUTS International will organised the 

consultations in all the five states.  
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Programme Schedule (Tentative) 

 

10:00 Registration & Welcome Tea 

10:30- 11:30 Inaugural Session 

 Welcome & Opening Remarks: 

George Cheriyan, Director, CUTS International 

Presentation on Overview of CUTS Study on SCP in India  

Amar Deep Singh, Senior Programme Officer, CUTS  

Address by the Chief Guest: 

Dr. Rene Van Berkel, UNIDO Representative, Regional Office in India 

Keynote Address:  

Archana Datta, SWITCH-Asia RPAC Coordinator for India, UNEP 

Special Address:  

• Dr. Joy Elamon, DG, Kerala Institute of Local Administration (KILA), Kerala 
• S. Saroja, Director, CAG, Chennai  
• Shailly Kedia, Fellow, TERI 

11:30- 12:00 Tea/Coffee Break 

12:00- 1:00 Session-1    SCP: where India stands    

 Presentation National Context of SCP: 

Simi TB, Policy Analyst, CUTS  

Chair: Dr. Joy Elamon, DG, Kerala Institute of Local Administration (KILA), Kerala 

Co-chair: George Cheriyan, Director, CUTS International 

Discussants:   

• Kirtiman Awasthi, Senior Policy Advisor, GIZ India  
• Shailly Kedia, Fellow, TERI 
• Dr. Neetu Goradiya, Joint Director, State Planning Commission, Chhattisgarh 
• Ashim Sanyal, COO, Consumer Voice, New Delhi 

Open Discussion 

1:00-2:00  Lunch  
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2:00-3:15 Session-2     SCP: Learning from the States   

 Presentation on State level findings of SCP: 

Amit Babu, Project Associate, CUTS 

Chair: S. Saroja, Director, CAG, Chennai  

Co-chair: Amar Deep Singh, Senior Programme Officer, CUTS 

Discussants:   

• Desh Raj, Research officer, Planning Department, Himachal Pradesh 
• Sreekumar Bhaskarn, Joint Director, CPMU, Govt. of Kerala 
• Purushottam Biyani, Former Secretary, Dept. of LSG, Govt. of Rajasthan  
• Sanjay Sharma, Anmol Foundation, Chhattisgarh  

Open Discussions 

3:15-3:30 Vote of Thanks 

3:30 onwards Tea & Departure 
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Glimpses of Consultation 
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Media coverage  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


