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Background 

Today, over half of the world’s population lives in urbanised areas. India is urbanising at a 

rapid pace, with the urban population rising at a much faster rate than the total population. The 

level of urbanisation has increased from 17 percent in 1951 to 31 percent in 2011. The urban 

population in India, which was nearly 377 million in 2011, is poised to grow to 600 million by 

2031. Urban areas contribute 62-63 percent of India’s gross domestic product (GDP), estimated 

to reach 75 percent by 2030. 

 

Such a rise in the urban population implies increased demand for goods and services and 

efficient urban planning, management, and governance systems. Therefore, addressing urban 

development and transformation, urban inequalities, and bringing suitable reformation within 

the urban governance system to address these changes is India’s most important political and 

intellectual challenge. 

 

In the case of Rajasthan, Urban Local Bodies (ULBs) are heavily dependent on funds from the 

Central and state government. These local bodies have limited capacity to raise resources 

through their sources of revenue and taxes and are all working under severe financial 

constraints. The inability of ULBs to raise resources has limited the growth of municipal 

income. 

 

About the Project 

CUTS is working towards improving urban governance in Rajasthan through its various 

interventions and has an MoU with the Department of Local Self-Government, Rajasthan, for 

capacity building of elected representatives and officials of ULBs since 2016. 
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CUTS strengthens urban local governments through capacity building and better financial 

management. It enlightens officials about instruments like municipal bonds that can come to 

their aid to raise resources for long-term financing projects, such as infrastructure development 

is a must. Besides, it is vital to support them with training workshops and conferences related 

to urban issues like effective management of water supply, solid waste management, public 

transportation systems, and marginalised social and economic groups. 

 

In this series of initiatives, CUTS is implementing a project titled "Improving City Governance 

through Enhancing Knowledge of Urban Local Bodies in Rajasthan" with the support of the 

Australian High Commission, New Delhi. 

 

The project's main objective is to promote knowledge, information, and capacity building on 

issues like solid waste management, public transit systems, water supply, and financial 

instruments such as municipal bonds among Rajasthan's ULBs. Along with this objective, 

CUTS tries to improve the understanding of critical themes related to urban government in 

chosen cities within the project state and to assure these bodies' effective functioning. 

 

Objective 

The main objective of the expert consultation aims to understand the capacity building gaps 

and needs of training of government officials.  

 

  

Proceedings 

Amar Deep Singh, Senior Programme Officer, CUTS, greeted all 

guests and participants. He gave a brief overview of the event's 

objectives. He presented a brief and detailed explanation of our most 

efficient and effective way of work in urban government, including all 

accomplishments and obstacles. He also shared the details of project 

activities, including inception meeting, expert consultation, 

developing position paper, training manual and  said CUTS will 

organise capacitary building programme for improving the urban governance in differ part of 

Rajasthan   

 

OPENING ADDRESS: 

George Cheriyan, Director, CUTS, mentioned that Rajasthan's urban 

population is around 1.70 crore, 24.9 percent of the total population. 

In contrast, the rural population stands at 5.15 crore, 75.1 percent of 

the total population. Such a rise in urban population implies increased 

demand for goods and services and the requirement of efficient 

systems for urban planning, management and governance. Therefore, 

addressing urban development and transformation, urban inequalities 
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and bringing suitable reformation within the urban governance system changes is India's most 

important political and intellectual challenge.  

 

Various studies have pointed out that the state of municipal finances in the country is not in 

good shape. Municipal revenue continues to account for a small share of India’s Gross 

Domestic Product (GDP), and has remained stagnant at around one percent of GDP from 2007-

08 to 2017-18. 74th Constitutional Amendment Act, 1992 rightly devolved funds directly to 

ULBs but wrongly burdened them with additional functions. He reminded Sustainable 

Development Goal on Sustainable Cities and Communities (SDG 11) that urges countries to 

have a renewed focus on urban governance and make cities and human settlements inclusive, 

safe, resilient, and sustainable. The goal aims to set the basis for urban-planning techniques 

and policies for the future.  

 

He further added municipal bonds are an option available to large cities to raise resources for 

financing long-term projects such as infrastructure development. It is an ideal way for ULBs 

to finance development projects and raise money. Countries like the United States have had a 

long experience using municipal bonds to fund the development of cities and their 

infrastructure. Rapid urbanisation brings along with it many other challenges. This includes 

increased demand for affordable housing, well-connected and affordable transport systems and 

other local infrastructure and basic services, and jobs to ensure that the rising population is 

well-absorbed and integrated into the city.  

 

Besides, the pandemic's uncertainty and severity are challenging not only the public health 

infrastructure but also the economy and social fabric of the state. Like in other parts of the 

country, most of the cities in Rajasthan practice a mere ‘collect and dump’ type model.  

 

In September 2018, the Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) of India conducted a 

performance audit of 22 ULBs from 2012-13 to 2016-17 and trashed the efforts of ULBs in 

Rajasthan on waste disposal and said there were no effective plans for reducing, reusing and 

recycling of the waste in most of the ULBs. 

 

SPECIAL ADDRESS  

Hridesh Kumar Sharma, Director cum Joint Secretary, Dept. of 

Local Self Government, Govt. of Rajasthan, emphasised on 

importance of cleanliness of city. Cities that are clean and green all 

around the world are a lesson that first impressions matter. Public 

green spaces, streets, and pathways that are kept neat and tidy not only 

provide the city a positive impression on tourists and residents 

together, but they also show how well-run the municipal government 

is. Certainly, improved urban sanitation helps to safeguard the 

environment by reducing soil, water, and groundwater pollution. Therefore, we need to more 
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on sanitation and share the best practices on the urban governance and sanitation. During expert 

consultation, he also released the CUTS position paper on urban governance.  

 

 

BRIEF PRESENTATION ON TRAINING MODULE 

Dr. Dachepally Sudhakar, Lead Resource Person; Former Executive 

Engineer (Retd.), GHMC, Hyderabad, presented framework and topics 

of training module to participants. During presentation, he discussed 

about sustainable transportation, municipal finance and sanitation, 

community participation. He said sustainable transportation should be 

affordable, low- and zero-emission, and energy-efficient forms of 

transportation. Sustainable transportation can improve the productivity in remote areas and 

improve the environment, social equity and accessibility, public health, urban resilience, and 

urban-rural connections, as well as economic growth.  He highlighted the National Urban 

Transportation Policy (NUTP), launched in 2006, which aims at providing better mobility and 

sustainability by focusing on people mobility and not vehicle mobility. He further added Kochi 

has bagged the 'City with most sustainable transport system' award instituted by the Union 

ministry of housing and urban affairs. The award is given in recognition of the transport 

facilities in various states and Union Territories of India. 

 

One of the most crucial aspects of a healthy community is sanitation since it promotes 

long lifespan and protects human health. Also, keeping people safe from pathogen exposure is 

one of sanitation's main objectives. He explained the silent feature Solid Waste Management 

Rules, 2016 and 2019 and elaborate the 7Rs: Rethink, Refuse, Reduce, Reuse, Repair, Regift, 

Recycle. It would be difficult to predict how segregation at the source will really operate in 

practice. To promote better implementation of these principles, a comprehensive awareness 

campaign required which includes the communities, NGOs, students, and other stakeholders.   

By exposing the issues, concerns, and management of solid waste to the people and grassroots, 

the Rules must put a strong emphasis on making solid waste management a people's movement. 

 

Since India's independence, municipal finances have played a small role in the nation's public 

finances. This is largely due to poor resource bases, a lack of autonomy, a limited ability to 

raise money, a heavy reliance on transfers and grants from the central and state governments, 

as well as internal inefficiencies in financial management. However, when India began 

undertaking economic and structural reforms in 1991 and the 74th Constitutional Amendment 

Act (CAA), it was hoped that municipal finances would receive the necessary motivation and 

municipal governments would gradually become financially self-sufficient and effective. But 

CAA is not helpful to achieve financial autonomy.   

 

Cities in India are growing fast. However, urban governance systems lack money and 

technological expertise and decisions regarding cities are often made by individuals who do 
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not reside in them. Therefore, citizen participation in urban governance is important aspect and 

there is need for innovation in urban issue like municipal finance, urban public transportation, 

sanitation, community participation. 

 

Key Highlights from Discussion with Participants 

 

Dr. Dharmendra Bhatnagar, IAS (Retd.), Team Leader, Rajasthan 

Shahari Vikas Kendra said RWA need to be strengthen like other metro 

cities. Political will is required to achieve sustainable urban 

governance. He further added Sawachhta Karmi ought to be a part of 

these trainings, which aid in directing us toward a route to pursue. The 

Swach Bharat web portal must be updated, and any new information 

must be shared with all citizens. Taining module should inculde the 

liquid waste as well.  

 

 

B.R. Sharma, President, resident welfare association (RWA) raised 

the point that RWA involvement and participation in these platforms 

must be ensured because their involvement would help to spread 

awareness at the ground level.  

 

 

 

 

Seema Joshi, Director, Maulik Foundation said children should be 

included in the working plan and in this type of workshop. She brought 

up the significant issue of women’s safety on public transportation, 

which is a serious matter and should be treated as a municipal 

corporation issue. 

 

 

One representative from the National Institute of Urban Affairs (NIUA) emphasised 

innovation, social engagement, and initiative in order to improve the calibre of urban bodies. 

On a similar note, he stated that technology is a tool that bridges several gaps, so government 

employees must also develop basic technology skills.  
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Closing Remarks 

Himani Tiwari, CMAR, Dept. of Local Self-Government, Govt. of 

Rajasthan, highlighted the government’s initiatives, strategies and 

programmes related to urban governance. In order to enhance 

knowledge and development, the government must be exposed to other 

states’ experiences while working with partners from the private  

sector. 

 

 

 

 

Summing up & vote of Thanks  

Amit Babu, CUTS International, thanked all speakers for their 

practical solutions and recommendations for training module. Also, he 

expressed gratitude to the participants for actively participating in the 

meeting. 
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Tentative Programme Schedule 

11:00 hrs Registration & Welcome Tea 

 

 

11:30-12:15 hrs 
Welcome Address:  

Amar Deep Singh, Senior Programme Officer, CUTS  

 

Opening Address:  

George Cheriyan, Director, CUTS International 

 

Special Address:  

 

Hridesh Kumar Sharma, Director cum Joint Secretary,  

Dept. of Local Self Government, Govt. of Rajasthan 

 

Signing of MoU Extension (non-financial) between LSGD and CUTS 

12:15-13:00 hrs Brief presentation on training module  

Dr. Dachepally Sudhakar, Lead Resource Person;  

Former Executive Engineer (Retd.), GHMC, Hyderabad  

 

Discussion: Participants   

 

Closing Remarks:  

Dr. Himani Tiwari, HRD Specialist cum Coordinator,  

CMAR, Dept. of Local Self Government 

 

Summing up & vote of thanks:  

Amit Babu, Programme Associate, CUTS 

 

13:00 hrs onwards Lunch & Departure 
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List of Participants 

S.No. Name Address 

1 B.R. Sharma 19, Hardev Vihar, Vaishali Marg, Meenawala, 

Jaipur 

2 Rajesh Gupta 211-C, Swami Vihar, Nirman Nagar, Jaipur 

3 Deepak Kumar Singhal 193/186, Sector 19, Pratap Nagar, Jaipur 

4 Prateek Kumawat 62, Bhartendu Nagar, Khatipura, Jaipur 

5 Achyut Dhar 62, Bhartendu Nagar, Khatipura, Jaipur  

6 Dr. Dharmendra Bhatnagar IAS (Retd.), Team Leader, RSVK- OTS, Jaipur 

7 P.M. Tripathi Office Managar, RSVK 

8 R.C. Sharma CE (Elec.), DLB 

9 Dr. Himani Tiwari Coordinator, CMAR, DLB 

10 Vijendra Singh DLB 

11 Dr. Sudhakar Dachapally Flat No. 207, RURG, Hyderabad 

12 Dr. Seema Joshi Maulik Foundation, Banipark, Jaipur 

13 Dhenu Khatter 280, Guru Nanakpura, Near Parnami Mandir, Raja 

Park,  Jaipur 

14 Anjali Choudhary A-21, Shreeji Nagar, Tonk Road, Durgapura 

15 Shivraj Singh Shekhawat 813, Shivaji Nagar, Kailash Marg, Jaipur 

16 Lekhraj Mahavar  18, Brajlalpura, Katewa Nagar, New Sanganer 

Road, Jaipur 

17 Dr. Gaurav Singh AEN, DLB 

18 Ambika Kavia AEN (Env. & SWM), DLB 

19 Tapendra Singh Rajawat DLB 

20 Swati Swami Assistant Coordinator, DLB 

21 Nukul Sodhi State Deployment, DLB 

22 Rajesh Gupta AEN (Elec.), DLB 

23 Rajesh Meena SE, SBM, DLB 

24 Om Prakash Kala EE, SBM, DLB 

25 Ajay Verma Supporting Staff, SBM 

26 Arishan Saxena  
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S.No. Name Address 

27 Sharavan K. Sejoa Res. Assistant, CMAR 

28 Hridesh Kumar Sharma Director and JS, DLB 

29 Bhupendra Mathur CE, DLB 

30 Mahendra Mohan Finance Advisor, DLB 

31 Brijesh Parik Director (PR), DLB 

32 Naresh Goyal  Nodal Officer, Indira Rasoi Yojana, DLB  

33 Gyan Prakash Sharma PR, DLB 

34 Achyut Trivedi AE, DLB 

35 George Cheriyan CUTS International 

36 Amar Deep Singh CUTS International 

37 Amit Babu CUTS International 

38 Pritabha Jain CUTS International 

39 Dharmendra Cheturvedi CUTS International  
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Glimpses  
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Media Coverage 
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