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URGENT PRACTICAL/HUMANITARIAN NEEDS AS A
RESULT OF THE COVID-19 (CORONA) PANDEMIC

CUTS Awareness Campaign on
Good Hygienic Practices in Rajasthan

Background

Jaipur’s leading consumer organization CUTS International, as part of its Covid-19
response activities, has launched a massive awareness campaign in the State, Rajasthan.
‘The purpose of the campaign was to educate people residing in villages, hamlets,
mainly the rural population about good hygienic practices, physical distance
maintaining habits, providing tips for safe food practices and other basic health tips. The
public was apprised of the need to remain alert, follow all health protocols and save
them from getting infected.

Starting with an urban crisis COVID-19 has taken rural areas too by storm, according to
health department. People are not taking this pandemic seriously, especially in the rural
areas during the unlock process. People are moving around without wearing masks,
crowd is gathering in marriages and other functions, proving conducive environment
for the virus to spread. Therefore, there is a need to make the people more and more
aware about the measures to prevent this virus spread, so that they can save
themselves, their families and the community from this pandemic. Hence CUTS
International launched the campaign in rural areas. Hundreds of persons from rural
areas of Rajasthan were benefitted from the massive fortnight long awareness
campaign.

Target Area, Timeline and Participants

Under the ProOrganic Project in partnership with Swedish Society for Nature
Conservation (SSNC), CUTS conducted 50 awareness activities in 11 districts of
Rajasthan from July 1 to 15. These districts are Jaipur, Dausa, Sawai Madhopur,
Bhilwara, Chittorgarh, Pratapgarh, Jaipur, Kota, Jhalawar, Jodhpur and Banswara.

The state level launch of the activities was held in Chittorgarh and events were held in
various districts. Various dignitaries such as Mr. Ankit Kumar Singh, District Collector,
Bansawara; Mr. Mukesh Kalal, Additional District Collector Chittorgarh; Mrs. Sarita
Singh, Additional Superintendent of Police Chittorgarh; Mr. Sanjeev Sharma, Sub-
Divisional Magistrate, Kota; Mr. Ratan Lal Regar, Sub-Divisional Magistrate, Jodhpur; Mr.
Sanket Modi, Deputy labour Commissioner, Bhilwara; Dr. B. L. Jat, Scientist, KVK, Dausa
released the IEC materials of the campaign in various functions, and attended various
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events along with Sarpanchs, representatives from the Gram Panchayats,
representatives from the health Department, ANM and Asha Workers, community
leaders, representatives of partner organizations and CUTS staff.

In addition to educating the target population through various means, sanitizing kits
consisting of materials such as masks, sanitizers, soaps etc. were also distributed. The
Hindustan Unilever Ltd had contributed 5000 soaps free of cost, which was distributed
to the participants of these awareness events. The meetings were organised keeping the
social distance in mind.

Methodology for Conducting the Activities

Team organised online meeting with District partners to discuss Covid-19 related
awareness activities on June 26, 2020. Team discussed the ways to keep hygiene,
physical distancing and safe food practices in detail. The points discussed in this online
meeting have been penned down and circulated and shared with all the partners.

Standing Instructions to District Partners Regarding Organizing COVID-19
Awareness Meetings

1. Before entering for the meeting, all the participant’s hands need to be sanitized,
need to ensure proper physical distancing of participants, while they are seated,
need to check, whether everyone is wearing a mask during the meeting.

2. Use foot stand for sanitizing, so that participants should not touch the sanitizer
bottle.

3. Children less than ten years and above 65 years old people should not attend the
meeting. Pregnant women also should be discouraged to come in the meeting.

4. Need to limit the no. of participants to 25-30. If possible make circles at sitting place
so that the participation is controlled and the moment, the circled positions are
occupied fully, then not to allow anymore.

5. To make small kits of sanitizing kits, soaps, IEC material and refreshment (Only
packed items) and to distribute them at the sitting place to avoid crowding and
sudden rush.

6. To collaborate COVID-19 committee in every meeting, which the government has set
up at each panchayat level. The information to this committee has to be given prior
to each meeting.

7. Audio-visuals measures should be applied in all meetings for better and effective
way to teach the participants.

8. Online monitoring of the meetings will be done by CUTS team. So before the starting
the meeting district partner needs to use any online platform and then start the
meeting.

9. District partner has to take pictures and video recording of the meetings and share it
for future reporting.




Programme Schedule

10.30-11.00 Registration with Sanitization of All Participants
11.00-11.05 | Welcome Address Partner’s Representative
11.05-11.10 | Objective of the Programme Partner NGO/CUTS
Representative
11.10-11.25 | Basic Rules and Experts/Officials from
Information on Hygiene, Medical & Health
Physical Distancing and Department
Safe Food Practices
11.25-11.40 | Tips for Safe Practices on General and | Representatives of
Surface Hygiene Aaganwadi/Asha
Sahyogini
11.40-12.00 | Interactive Session/ Awareness videos | All Participants
12.00-12.15 | Distribution of Sanitization kit & IEC All Participants
Material
12.15-12.20 | Vote of Thanks Partner’s Representative
Refreshments & Departure
Note:

e Please sanitize your hands before attending the meeting.

e Please wear a mask.

e Please maintain physical distancing.

¢ Please do not spit at open place.
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District-Sawai Madhopur
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The IEC materials of the campaign were released by

Mukesh kalal, Additional District Cdllector, Chittorgarh




IEC Material
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This document has been produced with the financial contribution by Swedish public development co-operation aid through the Swedish Society for
Nature Conservation, SSNC. The views herein shall not necessarily be taken to reflect the official opinion of SSNC or its donors.



