
 

 

 

 

A brief note on CUTS survey on section 6 of NTCL, 2003 

A Tobacco Control Initiatives by CUTS 

 

Introduction  

Tobacco use is one of the major preventable causes of death and disability worldwide. According 

to recent WHO estimates, 4.9 million deaths annually are attributed to tobacco. Tobacco is 

accounting for over eight lakh deaths every year in India. It is estimated that like other developing 

countries, the most susceptible time for initiating tobacco use in India is during adolescence and 

early adulthood, ages 15-24. The majority of users start using tobacco before age 18, while some 

even start as young as 10. It is estimated that 5,500 adolescents start using tobacco every day in 

India, joining the 4 million young people under the age of 15 who already regularly use tobacco.  

 

Background  

In the year 2006-2007 CUTS Centre for Consumer Action, Research & Training (CART) 

successfully implemented a project titled “Tobacco: Deadly in any forum or Disguise” in 

partnership with the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, Government of India and the World 

Health Organization (WHO, India) and in active collaboration with the Department of Health and 

Family Welfare, Government of Rajasthan.  

 

Objective of the project was to sensitize the educational institutes about the Section 6 of the 

tobacco control act and to advocate for necessary action for the strict enforcement of the law as 

well as to educate general public about the ill effects of tobacco use, provisions of tobacco control 

law, especially about the ban on smoking in public place (section 4). Awareness & sensitization 

campaign have been done in selected 50 schools of Jaipur city. These events helped in sensitizing 

the students and teachers’ community and educating the school authorities about the need for the 

strict enforcement of Tobacco Control Law. Other activities like road shows (Nukkad Natak), 

documentary film screening, signature campaigns, poster competitions for school children were 

also conducted to create awareness in among the students & teachers as well as general public.   

 

To take forward the success of first phase into the all divisions of Rajasthan, a new project 

conceptualized. Presently a project titled “Tobacco Control Campaign by Mobilizing Key 

Stakeholders in Rajasthan State” is being implementing in partnership with the Ministry of Health 

& Family Welfare, GoI and the World Health Organization (WHO, India) and in active 

collaboration with the Department of Health, GoR.  

 

CUTS survey on section 6 of NTCL 

Selling of tobacco products within a radius of 100 yards of any education institutions is banned 

according to section 6 of national tobacco control law (NTCL, 2003). But in the city of Jaipur, in 

22.22% schools surveyed, this provision found violating. An assessment was done by CUTS, a 

consumer advocacy group, which is involved in tobacco control initiatives from a consumer 

perspective, revealed the fact. Study was done in Jaipur during October-November 2008.  

 



 

 

 

In 70% cases, where violation found, the school authorities have not taken any action even they 

are aware about the law. However, 30% schools have initiated some action against shopkeepers to 

stop the sale, but without yielding any result. This clearly indicates the lack of enforcement by the 

concerned agencies and non-existence of a mechanism to check such violations. 

 

A positive finding came out of the survey is that 100% schools are aware about the ban of 

tobacco selling to minors, however only 95.55% schools are found aware about the ban of sale 

within 100 yards of educational institutions. In 4.44% schools, teachers and students were found 

consuming tobacco products.  

 

This survey was in series of interventions of CUTS CART in the area of Tobacco Control 

Initiatives. CUTS CART has been implementing various activities, since year 2006 and is also 

currently implementing a project “Tobacco Control Campaign by Mobilizing Key Stakeholders in 

Rajasthan State” in collaboration with WHO and MoHFW, GoI with a special focus on youth. 

CUTS is working for the strict enforcement of tobacco control law specially section 6 which ban 

the sale of any tobacco product in the radius of 100 yards of educational institutions and also 

section 4 the ban of smoking in public places. 

 

Table.1 - Name of the schools, where shops were found selling tobacco products within 100 

yards.    

 

Sr.  Name of School Address 

 

1 Jagrati Vidya Mandir, Niwaru Road 

 

Udyog Nagar, Niwaru Road, Jhotwara, 

Jaipur 

2 Govt. Girls Sr. Sec. School, Jhotwara 

 

Below Over bridge, Jhotwara, Jaipur 

3 Adarsh Vidya Mandir, Sanganer 

 

Behind Chordiya Petrol Pump, Sanganer, 

Jaipur 

4 Prince Public School, Pratap Nagar 

 

64/557, Pratap Nagar, Sanganer, Jaipur 

5 Veena Vadini School, Pratap Nagar 

 

Sector-6, Sitaram Colony, Pratap Nagar, 

Sanganer, Jaipur 

6 Parashar Public School, Shastri Nagar 

 

Parvati Colony, Chandmari Bhatt, Shastri 

Nagar, Jaipur 

7 Saint Greek Public School, Shastri Nagar 

 

Indira Verma Colony, Shastri Nagar, Jaipur 

8 Jyoti Se. Sec. School, Murlipur 

 

E 538-541, Murlipura Scheme, Jaipur 

 

9 Govt. Se. Sec. School, Harmada 

 

Harmada, Jaipur 

10 Govt. Se. Sec. School (Girls), Amer 

 

Amer 
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