Divisional Level Advocacy Meeting

Under the Project

“Tobacco Control Campaign by Mobilising Key
Stakeholders in Rajasthan State”

Jaipur, November 26, 2008

Introduction

CUTS Centre for Consumer Action, Research & Training (CUTS CART) organised a
Divisional Level Advocacy Meeting under the project entitled, “Tobacco Control
Campaign by Mobilising Key Stakeholders in Rajasthan State” in partnership with
World Health Organisation (WHO), Ministry of Health & Family Welfare,
Government of India and in active collaboration with the Department of Health and
Family Welfare, Government of Rajasthan on November 26, 2008 at Hotel Maurya
Palace, Jaipur.

Objective

The objective of the meeting was to disseminate the findings of Baseline Survey
conduced by CUTS CART under the project in all seven administrative divisions of
Rajasthan State. It aimed to assess the level of awareness with regards to tobacco
control law, pattern of consumption among various strata of society and the
perception towards the whole issue of tobacco consumption.

Participation

Around 60 participants
including officials from
state tobacco control cell,
Department of Medical &
Health, Government of
Rajasthan, civil society
organisations (CSOs), non-
governmental organisations
(NGOs), hospitals, Tobacco |
Cessation Center, principals
and teachers of selected
schools, media and other
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individuals working on the issues attended the meeting.

Proceedings

The Divisional Level Advocacy Meeting started with the screening of a documentary
“Choose Life, Not Tobacco”. The session formally began with a welcome speech by
Dharmendra Chaturvedi of CUTS.

George Cheriyan, Director, CUTS CART, in his introductory remarks, informed
participant about the purpose of the meeting, which was in a series of Divisional




Level events, and which was started with an awareness rally in Alwar, Rajasthan. He
pointed out that under the project a Baseline Survey has been carried out to assess the
level of awareness, general perception towards the whole issue of tobacco
consumption among the various strata of the society. Findings of survey will be
shared in this meeting and same events will be conduct in all seven divisions of
Rajasthan, which will be concluded with the State Level Advocacy Meeting in Jaipur,
he added.

' Referring to the Quick Response
Survey conducts at 12 locations in
Jaiput city by CUTS CART on
October 3, 2008, a day after the
implementation of the ‘ban on
smoking in public places’, which
came to effect on October 2, 2008,
George said that 35 percent of the
people surveyed are not aware of the
. penalty clause, which is a matter of

serious concern. In the second
survey, 45 selected schools in Jaipur city were assessed in terms of awareness level on
the status of Section 6 of National Tobacco Control Act 2003, which bans sale to
minor and within the radius of 100 yards of educational institutions. One of the key
findings of this survey points to the fact that there is a clear violation of Section 6,
showing the poor status of the enforcement mechanism.

George informed participants about the Group of Ministers’ decision to defer the
pictiorial warning on all tobacco products, which was to come into effect from
December 1, 2008 and condemned it as an act to please the tobacco industry, which is
a shame to the Indian democracy. He concluded his remarks with request to participants
to provide their feedback/comments on the survey findings.

Amar Deep Singh, Project Officer
CUTS CART made a PowerPoint
presentation on the findings of
survey. He started with briefing
participants that tobacco
consumption is resulting in 5.4
million deaths every year in the
world, and out of this every fifth
person is an Indian. By 2030, the
deaths will be 8 million, and out of
this 80 percent victims will be
from developing countries such as
India and China. In India, 14.1 percent of total children in the age group of 13-15 are
consuming tobacco in which 17.4 percent are males and 9.7 percent are females. In
addition, every day 5,500 new children are picking the habit to join the 4 million in
India below 15 years consuming tobacco, he informed.

Amar Deep Singh told that CUTS CART has done a Baseline Survey under the
project as is it a component of the project objective. The Survey aimed to assess the
level of awareness with regards to tobacco control law, pattern of consumption among




various strata of society and the perception towards the whole issue of tobacco
consumption. He shared in detail all finding of Baseline Survey with participants and
informed that survey has been done in all seven divisions of Rajasthan with the
similar number of respondents in rural and urban area. Various professions, castes,
and age groups have been covered in the survey in which 26 percent students and 20
percents tobacco vendors were also included.

According to some of important survey finding, selling of tobacco products to the
minors are accepted by the 60 percent of tobacco sellers, while 17 percent tobacco
shops were found in the radius of 100 yards of the schools. This is serious violation of
Section 6 of National Tobacco Control Act 2003. About 64 percent of respondent
accepted that they used tobacco to serve guest at home and in social functions like
marriages, while 84 percent conceded that this custom is affecting the children and
others. He also presented some of the recommendations, which emerged from the
survey findings.

Recommendations

e Mass awareness through all kinds of media about the existing law, including
the penalty and the aftereffects related to tobacco use;

e Strict prohibition on any kind of advertisement of tobacco products and
restricting the sale of products without any warning;

e Strict restriction on presence of any vendor within 100 yards of school
(complete enforcement of ‘Section 6’ of National Tobacco Control Act 2003);

e Complete ban on sale of tobacco to minors;

e Establishment of rehabilitation centres for the people want to quit tobacco;

e Establishment of separate office and authorities for strict enforcement of
National Tobacco Control Act 2003 with adequate facilities and powers; and

e Dissemination of information on the aftereffects of using tobacco.

Dr D K Ameta, Nodal Officer,
State Tobacco Control Cell,
Government of Rajasthan, as the
Chief Guest, delivered special
address before the participants.
He appreciated the survey done
by CUTS CART and told that
these findings open our eyes
about fact regarding tobacco. He
pointed out that it is very good
| that covered the rural area and the

urban area alike. Tobacco use by
youth is a very serious matter though 69 percent tobacco users tried to quite the habit
but due to addiction they were unable to do so. About 76 percent tobacco vendors
accepted that chewing tobacco is highest selling product due to low price and easy
availability, he informed. He promised to put into action the recommendation
especially formulation of rehabilitation centres, strict enforcement of ban on tobacco
sale to minors and near schools. He thanked CUTS CART to provide the platform for
carrying out advocacy on a very serious issue.




Dharamveer Kateva, President, Indian Asthma Care Society, presenting his views on
the survey findings, agreed with
all the recommendations made in
it. He told that in Rajasthan State,
tobacco control  law  is
implemented since 2000, but
unfortunately buses of Rajasthan
Roadways are still carrying
advertisements of tobacco that
sends wrong message to outside
the state. He also condemned the
decision of ministers to deferrer
pictorial warning on tobacco
products and informed that
Indian Asthma Care Society is running a tobacco cessation centre in Jaipur, which
helps tobacco users to quit the habit.

Dr R C Sharma, Deputy Chief Medical & Health Officer, Jaipur shared his experience
of tobacco control programme being implemented by the government and informed
that Jhunjhunu is first tobacco free city of Rajasthan. Similar efforts can be initiated
all over Rajasthan to make it tobacco-free state, he reasoned. He appreciated the
efforts by CUTS CART in carrying out such an important survey on tobacco control.

Ramesh Gandhi of Gandhi Foundation, Jaipur told participants that since the issue of
tobacco control is big it requires a concerted struggle like that of freedom movement
against the Raj. He pointed out that all stakeholders need to work jointly and should
commit for joint action against tobacco control. Indirect advertisements of tobacco
products usually get published in newspapers, which mislead the people especially
youths. As marketing rules says that advertisements increase the demand some action
needs to be taken for stopping these advertisements. He informed participant about a
helpline, which assists tobacco users to quit tobacco addiction. He also extended
thanks to CUTS CART for conducting such an important survey.

Kishan from Shubham Sansthan, Alwar, Rajasthan was invited to share his experience
who was part of a local partner agency in Alwar for conducting Baseline Survey. In
Alwar, there are many tobacco production companies, but government has to take
some initiatives to stop the production of tobacco.

Dr S S Mathur, Director, Jaipur Rural

' Health & Development Trust shared

e Fien w et E his view about the tobacco control
':' — w"f = s ‘ issue.  He  suggested  some
recommendations like the street

children should be covered in all
awareness activities, IEC materials
should be more informatics and
advertisements should be banned. In
the open discussion, participants took
part active participation and most of
them suggested ways to bring the survey finding to the central government.




Amar Deep Singh proposed the vote of thanks to all the guests and participants for
being the part of this advocacy meeting. He told that all findings and
recommendations would be shared with the concern departments and authorities.

Outcome

e The Divisional Level Advocacy Meeting successfully disseminated the finding
of baseline survey.

e Participating officials of concerned government department showed their
consent to the findings and recommendations of the Baseline Survey and
promised to turned the recommendations into action.

e Participation of CSOs, NGOs, media, hospitals, tobacco cessation centres,
other individuals working on the issue has made the advocacy meeting
successful.

e Media coverage helped in drew attention of general public and policy makers.

e Such type of strong advocacy will help increase active enforcement of law
against tobacco control.







