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Introduction

Persons with disability are the most vulnerable and disadvantageous section of the society
and often they are subjected to discrimination. In our country persons with disability faces
numerous instances of exclusion because of impairments from family and in social life, equal
education, employment and access to basic services are discriminated at many occasions.
The exclusion prevails because of various barriers being created by the society such as
attitudinal, environmental and societal. The persistent exclusion often fails to recognise
persons with disabilities as human beings. Their rights and entitlements as a citizen of the
country are being overlooked. Despite being recognised as a sub-group requiring specific
intervention in the ongoing development initiatives, exclusion continues and therefore social
inclusion remains a major challenge.

Efforts to incorporate the issue of disability into the development agenda is gaining
momentum over the past few years, however, much more needs to be done in this regard.
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD) also
provides the opportunity for human rights and development actors to actively combine and
integrate these two areas. New and innovative thinking and collaboration is required to
utilise the Convention so as to bring maximum benefit to the persons with disabilities
(PWDs).

Background

CUTS CART is implementing a one-year project on ‘Mainstreaming Disability in
Development in Rajasthan’ in partnership with Sightsavers. The main objective of the
project is to sensitise and build the capacity of select development agencies, partner
organisations, educational institutions, state officials; and develop human capital for
promoting inclusion of disabled people and enable them to access their rights and
entitlements to a life of dignity.

This consultation was aimed towards informing the participants about the initiation and
activities of the project. This project is planned to be implemented in partnership mode
with other developmental organisations and educational institutions in Rajasthan by jointly
organising a one-day workshop on the subject. Further, it also involves provision of audit
of buildings of the partnership institutions and other public buildings, review of their HR
policies and encouraging their students to do internships at institutions working for
PWDs. Thus, the consultation was also aimed towards obtaining support from various
developmental organisations and educational institutions for their active collaboration in
the future activities of the project.

Objective

Facilitating effective and meaningful inclusion of PWDs into larger development actions
and processes at all levels and spheres in order to achieve full citizenship right



Participants

More than 50 participants representing various
developmental organisations, institutions, schools
etc. participated in the workshop. Ajay Singh
Deputy Director, Minorities and OIC Disability
represented Department of Social Justice and
Empowerment, Government of Rajasthan.

Details of the Proceedings

Nikita Srivastav, Project-in-charge, CUTS welcomed the distinguished participants and
provided a brief description of the project. She threw light on the objective and goals of
this Mainstreaming Disability project and said that this is a new initiative in Rajasthan and
is a effort to sensitise the partnering developmental organisations and educational
institutions towards mainstreaming PWDs in Rajasthan.

George Cheriyan, Director, CUTS International stated that the project is marking the
beginning of a new partnership between CUTS and Sightsavers for the cause of PWDs. The
debate on mainstreaming disability in
development gained a momentum as a
result of adoption of UNCPRD, one of
core  international ~ human  rights
instruments, which came into effect on
May 03, 2008.

He further opined that the efforts for
mainstreaming disability are linked with
Article 32 of UNCPRD, which says
‘Ensuring  that  international  cooperation,
including international development programmes,
zs inclusive of and accessible to persons with disabilities.” Mainstreaming disability into development
is the process of assessing the implications for disabled people of any planned action,
including legislation, policies, and programmes in all areas and at all levels. It is a strategy for
making disabled people’s concerns and experiences integral dimension policies and
programmes so that disabled people benefit equally and inequality is not perpetuated. He
emphasised on the need of involving major civil society organisations (CSOS) who are
working in the development sector to take up the issue of mainstreaming disability in the

state.

Prabhat Sinha, Programme Manager, Sightsavers
gave a detailed presentation on the work that
Sightsavers is doing with special focus on
Rajasthan. He stressed on the fact that the
participation of developmental organisations is very
encouraging for this project. He talked about
disability and the need to mainstream disability by




linking it with Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). He said that MDGs cannot be
achieved unless marginalised sections, i.e. PWDs are not properly taken care of, empowered
and mainstreamed. He also shed light on the relationship of disability with poverty. He
further said that developmental organisations working on the issues ranging from health to
education and livelihood cannot achieve their goals effectively without mainstreaming
disability in their programmes. Thus, there is a need of taking this issue forward and work on
mainstreaming.

Ajay Singh, Deputy Director, Department of
Social Justice and Empowerment,
Government of Rajasthan spoke about the
future plans of the government and said that
the state government is soon going to roll out
a survey to map all the disabled people in the
state and provide unique identification
number and certification to ensure the
benefits meant for them. He said that such
initiatives are much needed in Rajasthan to
ensure that PWDs get equal rights in our
society. Further commenting on the previous sessions, he stressed on the need of such
initiatives to ensure holistic development of a nation. He thanked CUTS for inviting him to
the consultation and wished for the success of this project.

Technical Sessions

Mainstreaming Disability in Rajasthan: Challenges and Possibilities — Ketan
Kothari

Ketan Kothari, Programme Officer, Sightsavers
Mumbai said the issue of disability is still not in
the priority list of the government and the civil
society. He mentioned that PWDs are not
organised and homogenous and thinly sporadic
and segregated on several lines, so politicians do
not consider them as a consolidated vote bank.
He further said that people should use common
sense while dealing with PwD as first step
towards becoming sensitised towards them. He
shared his experiences in a very interesting manner to make the conversation attention-

grabbing.
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UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities — Prassana Pincha

Prasanna Pincha, Special Rapporteur, National Human Rights Commission (NHRC), New
Delhi took session on the UN Convention on Rights of PWDs. He said that PWDs are
more concerned about social exclusion and impairments from family and the society, than
their physical disability. He further shed light on the key provisions of the UNCRPD and



illustrated that the treaty has revolutionised the
development paradigm and initiatives for disabled
people, and highlighted three-fold significance of the
treaty. He also stated the impilications of the same and
with the hope that this project will be a success if
supported by all the stakeholders.

Planning Future Project Activities - Nikita
Srivastav

Nikita Srivastav provided a brief overview of the future activities to be held under the
project and their timelines. She requested the participants to comment on the present set of
activities and its feasibility in the organisational and districts’ context.

Open Session and Group Work

Participants responded to the project activities, plans and timelines relating to their
experiences. Alice Garg, Bal Rashmi Society
asked the panel to suggest measures to enhance
the interest of PWDs in any such initiatives. She
said that many a times, despite the fact that the
organisations are interested in engaging in such
activities, the PWDs in rural areas are not
inclined to get involved in such initiatives.

Shashi Tyagi, Gramin Vikas Vigyan Samiti
(GRAVIS), Jodhpur provided comments on the
feasibility ~of the project activities in
organisational settings Prof. Behera, Ladnu
School of Social Work, raised concern about the
non-inclusion of PWDs in National Population and National Health Policy. Several other
participants also responded on the project activities based on their experiences and work in
various districts of Rajasthan.

As a group activity, participants were asked to form two groups — developmental
organisations and educational institutions —to discuss the future activities to mainstream
disability in their programmes.

The participants presented the findings based on their experiences and suggested various
activities to be conducted to mainstream disability initiatives in Rajasthan.

Vote of Thanks

Nikita Srivastav proposed vote of thanks. She
said that the responses from all leading
developmental —agencies and  educational
institutions has been very encouraging and that




CUTS is hopeful that with the support of such sensitised stakeholders the project will be
implemented effectively in Rajasthan and mainstreaming of PWDs be ensured. She
thanked all the distinguished guests, resource persons, government representatives,
participants and Sightsavers staff and her colleagues Madhu Sudan Sharma and Amardeep
Singh for helping in successfully organizing the event.

Outcome

The consultation succeeded in achieving its objectives by initiating the process of
sensitising the stakeholders on the issue of PWDs and receiving the support of few
targeted institutions for collaboration with CUTS for the project. This objective was well
achieved as the consultation witnessed the participation by heads of almost all targeted
institutions in Rajasthan. The consultation ended on a note that the participants will be
kept updated on the future developments under the project as well as the targeted
institutions will be contacted individually to chalk out the plan for future collaboration
under the project.

Highlights

Majority of the expected stakeholders arrived to the meeting and showed their interest in
the project

Wider media coverage (both print and electronic)



