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UTS Centre for Consumer Action, Research
Training (CUTS CART), Jaipur organised the fing
dissemination meeting on February 15, 2007 at HGV

in March 2007, with the support of the Partnership
Transparency Fund (PTF), Washington DC, is be
implemented in the rural areas of Tonk and Jai
districts of Rajasthan.

Objective
The meeting aimed to disseminate achieved outcoMes
of the project, primarily the results through filing &?i'
applications under the RTI Act, 2005 ane
recommending to the governments at national and
sub-national level to curb corruption in the governance. It o ) o )
also aimed to consolidate comments from a wide range gimpowered civil society organisations (CSOs) in two
participants and presenting a clear agenda to the membétyisions; vibrant CGCC in place in two divisions;

of Consortium of Groups Combating Corruption (CGCC). accomplishmentinfiling 737 RTI applications against the target
of 500 on schemes/programmes meant for the poor and on

Participants other key services; and creation of an enabling environment

The key participants were MD Kaurani, the Chief Information@t the grassroots, which has enhanced transparency and
Commissioner (CIC), Rajasthan; AK Pandey, Additional Chieficcountability in the governance process. o
Secretary and Development Commissioner, Government of Vhile delivering the inaugural address, MD Kaurani said
Rajasthan; Sohini Paul, Project Officer, RTI Project,that CSOs ant_j governmen_t must work together in making the
Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative (CHRI), New Delhi; RTI Act effectl\_/e. He acquiesced t_hat t_he level of awareness
representatives from various “rights based advocacy groupsr",as increased in Rajasthan, espemally_m the rural_areas du_rlng
CGCC members from Ajmer and Jaipur divisidPanchayati the last one year. He sugges_ted that like the Anti Corrupfuon
Raj members from Tonk and Jaipur districts; Manju Saini,ACt; there should be an “Anti-Delay Act'. AK Pandey said
Pradhan(Head) from Jaipur district; academicians; lawyers;he RTI Act has come ahead of time, due to two reasons: one,
media persons; and non-governmental organisations (NGOY) MOst cases the required information is not readily available

working on RTI Act. with the government; and secondly, the mindset of the
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To make the government, at all levels, more accountable and more transparent, and to fight the cancer of
corruption, we had introduced the Right to Information Act. | want every citizen to make full use of this Act
to ensure that government functions properly and honestly. - August 15, 2007, Prime Minister Manmohan Singh.
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bureaucracy, which was conditioned towards the
‘Official Secret Act’ is taking time to change.
Sohini Paul said that there is a need fg
rigorous follow up to maintain the momentu
generated through this project. She underlined
the need for documenting each of the cases for;
wider dissemination, follow up of the cases angai
preparation of a model for proactive disclosurg
which could be used by various departments.
Ashok Kumar Vaishnav and Banwari Lal
Bairathi, the CGCC members from the Ajmer an
Jaipur divisions respectively, shared thei
successful experiences while dealing wit
government mechanism and addressing corruptit
by applying the RTI Act, 2005.
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Sohini Paul (CHRI) interacting with participants

Key Comments

The participants’ comments/statements that were received during the event are mentioned below:

Appreciation

Critique

Recommendations

® The project is unique in terms
of taking forward the
recommendations of the RTI
National Convention that was
held in New Delhi on October
13-15, 2006.

e A great change has been
noticed in last one year.

e The local bodies i.e.
municipalities, municipal
corporations, panchayats etc.,
are the most important bodies
where the citizens are filing
maximum number of
applications.

e Cases of imposing penalty on
the guilty government officials
are low, but this has improved

tremendously.
e The RTI Act, 2005 is a great
gift to the citizens of

independent India.

Unnecessary filing for irrelevant
information deprives the needy
citizens from their rights.

Since in government
departments the records are not
updated and information is not
readily available, the citizens will
have to face problems at least
for the next 2-3 years.

Fee deposit mechanism under
the Act should be simplified.
The delay in providing
information is also a major
cause of corruption thus
government should take
immediate measures to avoid
the situation.

The mindset of service
providers, especially those in the
government has yet not
undergone the desired change.

Imparting training to government
functionaries on RTI Act, 2005 is
essential.

There should be proper documentation
of cases and results of the applications
that were filed under the RTI Act, 2005 for
wider dissemination.

Besides, pinpointing the flaws in
government mechanism, the CSOs should
come forward for support particularly
towards the “proactive disclosure” under
the Act.

The project should not only be replicated
in remaining five divisions of Rajasthan
State but also in other states of the country.
On the basis of project implementation a
comprehensive training module should
be developed.

To ensure corruption free governance, the
Consumer Protection Act (COPRA), 1986
is also need to be applied adequately
along with the RTI Act, 2005.

Meetings/Workshops/Seminars on RTI

Public Dialogue on Good Governance Colloquium of RTI Practitioners

Public Dialogue on Good Governance and Access to Information vétititled “Capacity Building for Access t

December 08, 2007. AB Paul represented CUTS CART in the evardlloquium on "The Right to Information Act: Impa

on Governance and Service Defieorganised
Symposium on ‘RTI: Action Now’
George Cheriyamjnish Biswas and AB Paul attended a Symposiufyderabad and Yashwant Rao Chavan Acadg
entitled, ‘Right to Information: Action Now' at the Pink City Pressf Development Administration (YASHADA)
Club, organised by the Public Relations Society of India, Chandig&tme on February 26-28, 2008 in Hyderab,
along with Pink City Press Club, Jaipur. Wajahat Habbibullah, Chi€feorge made a presentation on ‘Impact of k
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Centre for Advocacy and Research (CFAR), Chennai organisedraler the Government of India initiated project

by Centre for Good Governance (CGG),

special focus on RTI Act, 2005 at Pink City Press Club, Jaipur loformation” George Cheriyan attended the national

my

ad.
RTI

Information Commissioner (CIC) of India was the chief guest in tbe Service Delivery: Rajasthan Experience’ based
symposium along with MD Kaurani, CIC Rajasthan. on the CUTS CART’s work in Rajasthan.
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Every one has right to freedom of opinion and expression: the right includes the right to hold opinions without
interference and to seek and impart information and ideas through media regardless of frontiers

— Universal Declaration of Human Rights: Article 19
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Seeking of information should always be in

I
Ik . .
public interest and for public good

— President Dr APJ Abdul Kalam (2002-2007) at the National
Convention on RTI 13.10.2006; New Delhi
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