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Background 

India is mainly an agricultural country, where around 58 percent of the nation's 
population is dependent on agriculture for livelihood. There is huge untapped potential 
for organic farming in India. Organic farming is emerging as a potential alternative for 
meeting increasing food demand, maintaining soil fertility and managing increasing soil 
carbon pool. The promotion of organic consumption is directly related to consumer's 
safety in many ways. Use of pesticides and chemicals in agriculture production is 
one of the major causes of environmental degradation and is also hazardous for 
human health. The chemicals in food products adversely affect reproduction in 
women.  
 
Moreover, Indian societies being largely patriarchal, where needs of women are not 
kept  at  priority, so these women are more prone to chemical contaminations in 
food. So adoption of organic consumption will benefit both women and girls. 
 

Insight into the Project 

CUTS with the financial aid from Swedish Society for Nature Conservation (SSNC), 
Sweden is implementing this two-year p i l o t  project. The objective of the project is 
to promote organic consumption in the State of Rajasthan (India) covering six major 
agriculture potential districts by awareness generation, sensitisation, capacity-building 
and advocacy activities. Increased awareness is expected to result in increased 
consumer demand, which will further push demand for availability and affordability 
of organic products contributing towards deteriorating state of health of consumers. 
 
Besides, in 1985, United Nations also recognised sustainable consumption as one 
of the consumer right under right to healthy environment in guidelines for consumer 
protection (UNGCP). Moreover, since organic consumption is the key to healthy 
environment and sustainable consumption so organic culture is considered as an issue 
of consumer protection. The project is expected to result into better informed 
consumers and farmers about organic consumption and farming and implementation 
of better policies and enforcement thereof by sensitised policy makers in the State. 
This will boost organic farming and consumption in the State and in the long run, will 
provide sustainable environment and lifestyle. The project aims to promote 
organic consumption in six major agriculture potential districts of Rajasthan 
namely: Jaipur, Dausa, Chittorgarh, Pratapgarh, Udaipur and Kota. 
 
The broader objectives of the project are: 

 To generate awareness among consumers about usage of organic products 
 To build capacity of the farmers to adopt organic farming 
 To promote and increase consumer's demand for organic products 
 To encourage consumers to shift towards the use of organic products and 

sustainable consumption and 
 To sensitise the concerned stakeholders, including government agencies to 

promote organic products in the State of Rajasthan. 
 
Other relevant details and updates of the project are available at: www.cuts-
internationa.org/cart/proorganic 

http://www.cuts-internationa.org/cart/proorganic
http://www.cuts-internationa.org/cart/proorganic
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Objective of the Meeting 

The purpose of the State-level Advocacy Meeting held on February 23, 2017 was to 
present, discuss and evaluate the activities conducted during the bridge year of the 
project in terms of output and outcome. The aim of the meeting was to present the 
end line survey results and formulate strategies for future with all the stakeholders so 
as to come out with more focused work on the issue in future. This event is considered 
as a platform to all the stakeholders to discuss these findings, which portrayed the 
ground realities of organic consumption and production in six districts of Rajasthan. 
 

Proceedings of the Meeting 

Inaugural Session 

In the inaugural session, Rajdeep Pareek, Project Officer, CUTS 

welcomed all the esteemed guests and delegates present in the 

meeting. He mentioned that to safeguard the consumers' right 

to healthy environment, CUTS has initiated Pro-Organic, 

programme because it is the role of the Government and the 

Non-government Organisations (NGO's) to promote sustainable 

consumption through creating public and environmental 

awareness campaigns sponsored by the centre and state 

governments and advocacy groups. He briefly introduced all the 

participants about the objectives of meeting and apprised them with the day’s 

programme schedule. 

 

Introductory Remarks 

George Cheriyan, Director, CUTS in his opening remarks 
highlighted various tasks done by the organization for 
promotion of organic farming and organic consumption. 
He said that that since last three years CUTS is working in 
six districts to promote consumption of organic products. 
 
There is total 43.1 million hectors of organic land, to that 
cultivated land is just 1 percent, he added. While talking 
about the status of organic farming in India he said that 
while there are 6 lakh organic producers, has 699 organic processors and 669 organic 
exporters  but with merely 0.4 per cent of total agricultural land under organic 
cultivation  
 
While referring to the report of Standing Committee on Agriculture (2015-2016), he 
stated, that fertilizer consumption likewise has been showing a continuous upward 
trend, with consumption from less than 1 million tons of total nutrients in the mid-
sixties to almost 25.6 million tons in 2014-2015.  
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While speaking about the status of Rajasthan, he said that 69450 hectares of land is 
cultivated in Rajasthan. He also added that to promote the organic farming in India, the 
focus should be on the domestic consumption rather than the foreign consumers.  
He also addressed that there is no provision for periodic scientific evaluation of 
pesticides used in the country and Central Insecticides Board doesn’t carry out any  
research or study in its own, referring to the report on Parliament Standing Committee 
report.  
 
He opined that there is a need of integrated efforts from both government and 
farmers’ side for promoting organic farming in Rajasthan. He drove the attention 
towards ground reality by stating that Indian people are consuming 750 times more 
pesticides with vegetable and fruits than the European people.  
 
He also communicated the Government should concentrate on consumer oriented 
approach rather than export oriented approach for organic products. Further, he 
also added that food safety and standards are the key issues in India and he also spoke 
on the future goals of the organization for promoting organic production and 
consumption.  

 

Implemented and Proposed Project Activities 

Deepak Saxena, Assistant Director, CUTS rendered a 
presentation on accomplished tasks and upcoming 
activities under the project. He briefed that CUTS is 
promoting organic farming in collaboration with SSNC 
(Swedish Society for Nature Conservation and is currently 
working in six districts (Jaipur, Chittorgarh, Pratapgarh, 
Kota, Dausa, Udaipur) consisting of 51 blocks and two 
panchayats in each block making 102 gram panchayats. 
 

 
Project Activities Implemented  

 Project Launch and Partner Orientation Meeting: A meeting to bring clarity in 
the role of Project partners desired and quantified deliverables, information of 
inputs available, under the Project and acquiring a mutual beneficiary agreement 

 Village Level Awareness Campaign: The purpose of the campaign is to educate 
and sensitise the people about organic farming and consumption issues. It was 
conducted at all 102 gram panchayats, 51 blocks and 12 districts. Thus nearly 
165 awareness campaigns were conducted. 

 Training and Exposure Visit of Farmers’ Group: The objective was to build the 
capacity and inspire the farmers to take up organic farming and to work as 
catalyst at local level. Around six such programmes were organised and attended 
by the district’s project representatives. On the next day of the event, the 
participants were taken for exposure visits to see actual organic farming for 
getting an insight of the practical aspect of the same. 

 Organic Fair: The purpose of the fair was to make the farmers and the 
consumers aware about the availability of organic products and their benefits by 
bringing them on the same platform. This was due to the fact that despite 
farmers producing organic products were not getting any outlets to reach to the 
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consumers and sell their products. About six such programmes were organised 
in the project districts. 

 Organic Food and Farming for All under ‘Green Action Week’ 
 National Level HRBA Workshop  
 State Level Advocacy Meeting  

 
Proposed Activities and Future Interventions 

 Exposure visits and awareness campaign, especially for women  
 Developing ‘Organic Clubs’ and ‘Organic Gardens’ in schools 
 Establishment of ‘Organic Compost Cell’ 
 Establishment of Community Seed Bank 
 Exposure of farmers at national level 
 State Level Sensitisation Workshop with the media 

 
Chairman, Kisan Ayog, Sanwar Lal Jat, the Chief Guest of 
the programme mentioned in his speech that awareness 
should be created among both the consumers and the 
farmers. “We should educate the consumers to 
distinguish between the organic and non-organic 
products”, said Jat. He urged that there should be a 
universal symbol for organic products in the market, so 
that consumers can identify organic products.  
 
He recommended that in every city there should be a 
separate market where all organic products should be 
made easily available for all consumers. He informed 

that the Government is also making efforts for development of such markets in 
Rajasthan. He appreciated CUTS work and stated that creating awareness is the first 
step of executing any new concept. 
 
Chairman, Rajasthan Gau Sewa Sangh J S Bhandari, the 
Special Guest of the programme mentioned about 
importance of cow in organic farming. He said that a single 
farmer with the help of a cow can manage one acre of land 
without using any chemical fertilisers or pesticides.  
 
He explained about the importance of cow dung and cow 
urine in organic farming. He said, “Earlier, in ancient times 
farmers used these techniques for many years and this 
technique should be modified by our scientists and 
implemented among the farmers”. He also added that it is 
a well- proven fact that cow urine controls a number of pests and diseases in crops. 
Therefore, for a better future of farmer organic farming should be adopted.    
 

 

 

 



6 
 

Vote of Thanks 

In the inaugural session, Nimisha Gaur, Project Officer, 
CUTS gave vote of thanks to all the esteemed guests and 
delegates present in the meeting. And she informed the 
participants about the upcoming technical session and 
open discussion session where participants can ask their 
queries and share their experiences related to organic 
farming. 
 
 

Technical Session 

 

 

Proceedings 
 

Director, National Institute of Agricultural Management (NIAM), Dr  
Hema Yadav provided a brief presentation on Sikkim Organic 
Mission. She shared highlights from her research on ‘Journey of 
Sikkim towards Getting 100 percent Organic’. She also elucidated 
about Sikkim’s organic policy. Spread awareness about why, what, 
and how the mission would be accomplished. She stated, organic 
farming was added in the school curriculum. In Sikkim, farmers 
attended relevant trainings on organic farming led by organic 
experts and scientists. As a result, they started using other natural 

alternatives, such as compost and manure made from animal dung, decayed leaves, and 
fodder. Besides, Dr Yadav provided valuable recommendations for marketing and action 
plan for organic farming. 
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Director, Institute of Development Studies (IDS), Dr S 
Mohanakumar Organic Farming and its shed light on ‘

Challenges in India’. He said that the Organic Farming is an 
alternative system of production and it is juxtaposed with 
conventional production system of uses inputs of organic 
origin, such as compost, manure and bone meal. Synthetic 
fertilisers and pesticides are generally avoided for restoration 
of soil fertility and instead crop rotation and companion 
planting are adapted.  

 
The trend in the global market for organic products show more threats than 
opportunities. It is going to be located in countries with sizable population that can 
afford to buy expensive organic products. Then he elucidated about organic agriculture 
in India. Organic farming is not a solution to the ongoing crisis in the crop production 
sector. Furthermore, the State should realise the importance of protecting ecology and 
the environment. Organic farming might co-exist with conventional farming only with 
sound support from the State Government. Premium price advantage is unlikely to exist 
in countries like India where people find it difficult to afford their meals at minimum 
prices. 
 
Dr S Mukherjee, Professor and Head, Department of 
Horticulture, Rajasthan Agricultural Research Institute 
(RARI), said that there is a need of creation of organic 
product hubs for domestic and export purposes. He also 
explained the process to harness the available natural 
resources, so that there can be sustainable consumption. He 
focused on the concept of VMA i.e., V for Vision, M for 
Mission and A for Appeal. He said, keeping these things in 
mind, we have to create a hub for organic farming and 
people should start using organic farming unconditionally”. 
He also stressed on using kitchen gardening to make organic 
farming more successful. 
 

Interactive Session 

 



8 
 

 
 
In an open house interactive session, participants from all sections of the society 
raised concerns over the rising trends of chemical farming, which is proving 
hazardous to public health. Few farmers from Udaipur, Chittorgarh and Dausa shared 
their initiatives in promoting organic farming, while few Civil Society Organisation 
(CSO)/Non-government Organisation (NGO) representatives questioned 
Government’s approach and attitude in providing support to promote organic farming. 
 

Vote of Thanks 

Dharmendra Chaturvedi, Programme Officer summed up the 
second day’s proceedings with a vote of thanks to all the 
participants. He also said that the partners will continue to 
meet the farmers regarding adoption of organic agriculture. 
This would eventually help CUTS in taking its initiative 
forward to acquire success in promoting organic farming 
and thereby helping in nurturing the ‘ProOrganic’ project as 
a replicable model for other states. 
 

Participation 

 

 
 
The meeting was attended by around 86 participants including representative partners, 
NGOs, representatives of CSOs, media, people from government departments, 
Agricultural University, RARI etc. 
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Key Takeaways   

Advocacy Issues 

 Making organic consumption mass movement by applying principals of VMA  
 Generating more and more awareness both among the consumers and the 

producers. 
 Involving more stakeholders in the campaign to add value and accountability to the 

same 
 Educating consumers is a must to enable them to distinguish between the organic 

and non-organic products. 
 Developing more and more demand for organic food to be amongst the domestic 

consumers. 
 Motivating farmers to the extent that if a farmer owns a cow then he should be able 

to manage at least 1 acre of land without using any chemical fertiliser or pesticide. 
 Assuring by the State should to make farmers adopt organic culture, realising the 

importance of protecting ecology and environment. After all, organic farming is not 
the only the solution to the current crisis in crop production sector.  

 Focussing on a common platform/market for organic producers and consumers. 
 Initiating the consumption of organic products, which should first be grown at home 

via kitchen gardening. 
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Programme Schedule 

9.30 -11.00 Registration & Tea/Coffee 

11.00 am-12.30 pm Inaugural Session 

 Welcoming Guests and 
Participants 

Rajdeep Pareek, Project Officer, CUTS 

 Introductory Remarks George Cheriyan, Director, CUTS 

 Presentation on Major 
Activities/ Highlights and 
future plan 

Deepak Saxena, Assistant Director, 
CUTS 

 Address by Chief Guest Shri Sanwar Lal Jat, Chairman, 
Rajasthan Kisaan Ayog, Jaipur 

 Address by Guest of Honour Dr J S Bhandari, Chairman, Rajasthan 
Gau Sewa Sangh, Jaipur 

 Vote of Thanks Nimisha Gaur, Project Officer, CUTS 

12.30 pm Tea/Coffee Break  

 Technical Session 

12.50-13.45 Panel Discussion on Organic Food and Farming for All-Challenges 
and Opportunities 

Discussants 

 Dr Shital Prasad Sharma, Director, State Institute of Agriculture 
Management (SIAM), Govt. of Rajasthan 

 Dr Hema Yadav, Director, National Institute of Agriculture Management 
(NIAM), Govt. of India 

 Dr Mohan Kumar S, Associate Professor, Institute of Development 
Studies, Jaipur 

 Dr S Mukherjee, Professor, Department of Horticulture, Rajasthan 
Agriculture Research Institute, Jaipur. 
 

Moderator 

George Cheriyan, Director, CUTS 

13.45-14.00 Open Interactive Session 

Open Discussion/Consultation and Suggestions to Promote Organic 
Farming and Consumption  

14.00-14.10 Concluding Remarks and Vote of 
Thanks  

Dharmendra Chaturvedi, 
Programme Officer, CUTS 

14.10 Lunch & Departure 
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List of Participants 
 

S. No. Name Organization 

1. Pukhraj Acharya Anavarat Sansthan, Jaipur 

2. Gopal Singh Lok Sambhagi Sansthan 

3. Nandu Devi Lok Sambhagi Sansthan 

4. Mahipal Kataria Aayushi NGO Jaipur 

5. Santosh Saini Shorya Samaj Sewi Sansthan 

6. Dr. Vinod Upadhya Harshit Shikshan Evam Vikas Sansthan, Palrimeena, 
Jaipur 

7. Dr. Kiran Prajapati Deepshikha Mahila Bal Utthan Samiti 

8. Dr. B Lal Deepshikha Mahila Bal Utthan Samiti 

9. Santosh MKEPSS 

10. S M Srivastava MKEPSS 

11. Arun Vyas Vision Youth Action Society 

12. Pappu Kumar Sharma Nehru Yuwa Mandal Anantpura, Choumu 

13. Kamal Sharma DD News, Jaipur  

14. Babulal DD News, Jaipur  

15. Shweta Sharma Aravali Jaipur 

16. Dr Sunita Shekhawat Kanoria PG Mahila Mahavidhyalya, Jaipur 

17. Purushotam Sharma Jeevan Suraksha Evam Paryavran Sansthan 

18. Arun Joshi Maulik Foundation, Jaipur  

19. S K Mittal Shree Agrasen Shikshan Sansthan, Jaipur  

20. Ranju Jain Prem Mandir Sansthan, Jaipur  

21. Manju Yadav Prem Mandir Sansthan, Jaipur  

22. Lalit Bhardwaj Sarojani Naidu Mahila Vikas evam Kalyan Sansthan, 
Jaipur 

23. Pooja Meena Kanodia PG Mahila Mahavidhyalya 

24. Mukesh Kumar Kumawat CUTS CHD Chittorgarh 

25. Madanlal Keer CUTS CHD Chittorgarh 

26. Ramsahaya Sharma KSS Mahasangh 

27. Hari Prasad Yogi Consumer Legal Help Society, Sawai Madhopur 

28. Sonia Bajaj Pariwar Sewa Sansthan 
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S. No. Name Organization 

29. Ramchandra Jangid Rural Youth Development Center, Amer, Jaipur 

30. Kamalkat Choudhary Devgoda Gram Sewa Sehkari Samiti 

31. Neeta Upadhyay Orion Greens, Jaipur 

32. A. K Gupta Honhaar Sanstha 49, Murlipura 

33. Chhaganlal SDGS 

34. Chhavi India News, Jaipur  

35. A B Raizada Nature Club of Rajasthan, Jaipur  

36. Gulam Mustafa Raja Public School, Jaipur  

37. Shivani Jain World Organisation, Jaipur  

38. Dr Neelam Bhageshwari Kanoria PG Mahavidhyalaya Jaipur 

39. Sanju Choudhary Kanoria PG Mahavidhyalaya Jaipur 

40. Renu Sharma Pariwar Sewa, Jaipur  

41. Tejveer Choudhary NIDAN Sansthan, Jaipur  

42. Radhey Shyam Vaishnav CUTS CHD Chittorgarh 

43. Vijay Godara Kisan Call Centre 

44. Bhagwan Dhadhich Kisan Sewa Samiti Mahasangh 

45. Rachana Meena Kanoria PG Mahavidhyalaya Jaipur 

46. Naveeta Meena Kanoria PG Mahavidhyalaya Jaipur 

47. Siyaram Sain Sahara Public Sr. School 

48. Yudhister Chansi Ram Krishan Shikshan Sansthan 

49. Bhawani Shankar Mali Shorya Samaj Sevi Evam Vyavsaya Prashikshan Sanstha 

50. Vishnu Bhagwan Agarwal Varistha Nagrik Parishad 

51. Chetna Kumawat Department of EAFM, UOR, Jaipur 

52. Satya Narayan Sharma Record Sansthan 

53. Ritika Sharma Record Sansthan 

54. Gagan Mishra Orion Greens 

55. Dr Ritu Jain Kanoria PG Mahavidhyalaya Jaipur 

56. Jatin Swaraj View 

57. Hema Yadav NIAM 

58. Kulvanti Devi RKZASCH 
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S. No. Name Organization 

59. Manish Saxena WORLD Organisation 

60. Nisha Choudhary Kanoria PG Mahila Mahavidhyal 

61. Mukesh Paliwar Manyta Sasthan Udaipur 

62. Raj Sharma Sakar Sansthan 30, Suraj nagar 

63. Umesh Kumawat IFFCO Sanchar 

64. Amrit Lal Salvi Unnati Sansthan Udaipur 

65. Kalpana Sawami Swajan Social Development Health Education Samiti 

66. Sapana Devi S.V.S. Salkotra 

67. Rahul S.V.S. Salkotra 

68. A R Sharma Awareness Training and motivation for Action(ATMA) 

69. Vinod Kumar Awareness Training and motivation for Action(ATMA) 

70. Ravi Kumar Awareness Training and motivation for Action(ATMA) 

71. Nathuram Choudhary Samajik Vikas Sansthan 

72. Syoji Ram Sangharsh Sansthan Dhandholi 

73. Vimla Devi Sangharsh Sansthan Dhandholi 

74. Amit Sharma D-204, Murlipura Scheme Jaipur 

75. Dr. Amit Kumar Kumarappa Inst. of Gram Swaraj 

76. Om Praksah Pareek Hanuman Gram Samiti 

77. Dr Suraj Ziddi Nature Club of Rajasthan 

78. Aakash Saini Nature Club of Rajasthan 

79. Sandeep Dainik Navjyoti 

80. Sanwar Lal Jat Rajasthan Kisan ayog 

81. Jeetali Agnani CUTS International 

82. Renu Beniwal CUTS International 

83. Deepak Saxena CUTS International 

84. Nimisha Gaur CUTS International 

85. A K Thalia CUTS International 

86. Rajdeep Pareek CUTS International 
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Media Coverage 

 

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/sanwarlal-jat-pitches-for-organic-farming/1/890286.html 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/sanwarlal-jat-pitches-for-organic-farming-
117022301265_1.html 

http://www.india.com/news/agencies/sanwarlal-jat-pitches-for-organic-farming-2-1867858/ 

http://www.haldhartimes.in/e_Paper/02-27-2017.pdf 

 
 

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/sanwarlal-jat-pitches-for-organic-farming/1/890286.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/sanwarlal-jat-pitches-for-organic-farming-117022301265_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/sanwarlal-jat-pitches-for-organic-farming-117022301265_1.html
http://www.india.com/news/agencies/sanwarlal-jat-pitches-for-organic-farming-2-1867858/
http://www.haldhartimes.in/e_Paper/02-27-2017.pdf

