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Mainstreaming Disability in Development
A Twin Track Approach

Consumer Unity & Trust Society in partnership with Sightsavers is implementing a project entitled,
‘Mainstreaming Disability in Rajasthan’. The overall goal of the project is to facilitate effective and meaningful
inclusion of persons with disabilities (PwDs) in the larger development actions and processes at all levels in
order to achieve full citizenship rights. Under the intervention, 11 out of 26 workshops in association with

government and non-government organisations have been organised in various districts of Rajasthan.

Concept of Mainstreaming Disability

There is currently no officially accepted definition of

mainstreaming disability. However, essential elements of

the same have been captured by various organisations and
persons. Some concepts put forth are:

e “It means that the needs of disadvantaged people need
to be taken into account in the design of all policies
and measures, and that action for disadvantaged people
is not limited to those policies and measures which
are specifically addressing their needs”(European
Commission Policy Paper 2005 ‘Disability Mainstreaming
in the European Parliament Strategy)

e “It is the process of assessing the implications for
disabled people of any planned action, including
legislation, policies and programmes, in all areas and
levels. It is a strategy for making disabled peoples’
concerns, experiences an integral dimension of the
design, implementation, monitoring, and economic and
societal spheres so that disabled people benefit of
equality and inequality is not perpetuated. The
ultimate goal is to achieve equality” (Has Disability
Been Mainstreamed into Development Cooperation? By
Bill Albert, A K Dube, Trine Cecilie Riis Hansen, July
2005)

e “Mainstreaming of PwDs in development processes is a
human rights issue which is the preoccupation of the
mainstreaming process. Response to disability
mainstreaming at various levels has taken the form of
Constitutional and legal frameworks that frown on the
barriers to full and equal participation of PwDs in
development efforts” (By Nurokinan Chimbar, Modern
Ghana, March 25, 2010)

e “Mainstreaming disability means that all policies,
programmes and projects should include disability as
a key issue” (Mainstreaming Disability in Development
— Women’s Coalition, September 22, 2005,
www.kubatana.net)
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Need of Mainstreaming Disability

It is a bitter fact that PwDs have been neglected and have
been kept away from the fruits of development. As a result,
till date, they are one of the most marginalised and
impoverished groups within the society and are more likely
to be uneducated, unemployed, face lack of access to
healthcare, remain vulnerable to abuse as also socially
marginalised.

Mainstreaming: A Twin Track Approach?

In order to promote the overall development and break the
cycle of poverty and disability a ‘Twin-Track approach’ has
been advocated. The approach implies including the
perspectives of PwDs in all relevant development projects,
while at the same time empowering them through
disability-specific projects, or components of projects.

Challenges in Mainstreaming Disability

e Lack of adequate government policy/standards to
promote the rights of PwDs and poor implementation
of existing laws

< Limited provision of relevant services, lack of access to
or exclusion from services and inadequate allocation of
financial resources by governments

« Social discrimination and discrimination within the
family

< High levels of unemployment of PwDs

e Strong links between disability and poverty

< Role played by mainstream civil society organisations
is inadequate

e Scattered population leading to lack of united voice

< PwDs are not a big vote bank for politicians

e Lack of political representation in the Parliament and
state assemblies
It would, therefore, be beneficial to document and

disseminate examples of development programmes that

have been created and implemented in ways that include

and promote the participation of PwDs.
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“Disability is not a brave struggle or ‘courage in the face of adversity. Disability is an art.

It's an ingenious way to live.” Neil Marcus

Is the National Trust Act, 1999 the real Guardian?

for their severely disabled wards.

Background
As certain groups among the disabled are more vulnerable than others, a special Act for the protection
of such persons, their property and well-being was felt. The enactment of the National Trust for Welfare
of Persons with Autism, Cerebral Palsy, Mental Retardation and Multiple Disabilities Act, 1999 (referred
to as the National Trust Act) aims to fulfill a common demand of families seeking a reliable arrangement

Specific Objectives of the Act

< To enable and empower PwDs to live as independently
and as fully as possible within and as close to the
community to which they belong;

e To promote measures for the care and protection of
PwDs in the event of death of their parent or guardian;
and

e To extend support to registered organisations to
provide need based services during the period of crisis
in the family of the disabled covered under this Act.

Mandate

The National Trust Act mandates the creation of a Local
Level Committee (LLC) comprising the District Magistrate
along with one representative from a registered
organisation and one person with a disability. The LLC is
vested with the authority to decide upon applications for
legal guardianship. The Act provides for the manner in

of eligibility, the order of eligible applicants, and the
disqualification of applicants are contained in Regulations
11 to 14.

The Act also lays down duties of the legal guardian who
has to furnish periodic returns to the LLC about the assets
of the ward and their disposal. The LLC is required to
maintain an inventory and annual accounts of the property
and assets, claims and liabilities submitted by the legal
guardians to it.

The overall supervision of this Act is vested with a National
Trust Board appointed through a democratic process by
the registered organisations of the parents and others
providing services to this segment of the disabled
population. The government has contributed 31bn to the
trust fund. The interest earned is used in supporting
mandated activities.

which legal guardians are to be appointed. The conditions

Brief write-up

The Case of Deep Singh Rathore

am from Jaipur and am an active social activist in the disability sector. | was
born in a traditional Rajput family with a strong Military history. Like soldiers are born
and not made, | was tailor-made to join the Indian Army. My father who joined as an
officer in the British Indian Army and commanded the elite Gorkha Battalion had a
very strong impact on my childhood. | had seen Army life from my birth and developed
passion for it. In my college days, | commanded the Republic Day parade on January
26, 1980 at Rajpath, New Delhi, heading the Air wing NCC.

In 1982 | qualified for Army, Navy and Air Force, but chose to join the Army and
was commissioned in the Electronic and Mechanical Engineers (EME). EME inspects,
rectifies and maintains all the weapons and military equipment. After my initial
postings | was posted in Ladakh area of Jammu and Kashmir, which is notorious as
an ongoing battlefield due to terrorist threats. | had a vehicular fall resulting in
major spinal cord injury which left my lower body paralysed. After my rehabilitation
in Chandigarh and Pune, which could not cure me, | had to leave the Army.

After coming home, | prepared for a different and constructive role. | had seen a lot of pain and discomfort not only
in the disabled but also in the family members. | started to educate and make people aware of the under privileged
disabled. In my constant effort to educate people I required funds to sustain myself for which I never looked upon
the state or the Central Government. | started my own business and provided employment to six people and
generated funds to make my mission successful.

In the year 2005 my name was forwarded for appointment as a member of the Local Level Committee for Jaipur
district under the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment. | am looking forward to make self-help groups
within the challenged to help them live a dignified life.




“Disability is a matter of perception. If you can do just one thing well,

you're needed by someone.” Martina Navratilova
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“Science may have found a cure for most evils; but it has found no remedy for

the worst of them all — the apathy of human beings.” - Helen Keller
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