Consumers in Action

Grassroots Experts Complain of Deprivation of

Reachout and Consumer Rights in Financial Sector

Networking in o o o
R FlnanC|aI experts and bankers who assessed the status of consumer protection in the financial
Ra]aSthan sector have termed access and affordability of financial services as still a dream in the
through country. In this modern era, when the global economy adds around 1.5 crore new consumers of

Consumer financial services every year, awareness of their rights was awfully low. This was highlighted by

. S N Panda, General Manager, Reserve Bank of India (RBI), Jaipur circle in an event organised
Action by CUTS on the occasion of World Consumer Rights Day, 2011. Putting his viewpoint on the
(GRAN]RCA) theme ‘Consumers for Fair Financial Services’ Panda emphasised on the problem of poor awareness

and accessibility among consumers about the banking sector. He mentioned various initiatives
being taken by the RBI in generating financial literacy.

George Cheriyan, Director, CUTS laid stress

~ on the financial inclusion of poor, migrated,
| disadvantaged and marginalised people, who
| struggle to open a bank account due to absence
of a proper identification or address proof. He
referred to a study conducted in 2009 which says
| that only 13 percent people use ATM & Debit cards
| and only 10 percent of them possess life insurance
in this country.
‘ K Sundari, Deputy General Manager, Office of
/| Banking Ombudsman, Jaipur provided an overview
of Banking Ombudsman and mechanism of seeking
redressal through it. She also briefed the participants
about fairness in financial services and requested
RBI to intervene in case of financial abuses.

Justice Vinod Shankar Dave, former Chairman, Rajasthan State Consumer Disputes Redressal
Commission shared his personal and professional experience of legal field and emphasised on
behavioural aspects of consumer and service provider relationship and constraints due to ignorance.

S N Senapati, AGM, Banking Ombudsman Office laid importance on roles of regulatory bodies
such as Securities and Exchange Board of India, Insurance Regulatory Development Authority &
RBI. He briefed about fairness and transparency in contracts in relation to availability, accessibility
and affordability of services rendered to consumers.
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Legislative Reforms Commission

he Central Government has constituted the Financial Sector Legislative Reforms Commission
m‘j‘g o onsurter Fais. (FSLRC) under the chairmanship of former Justice B N Srikrishna to rewrite and harmonise
................... Government of India financial sector legislations, rules and regulations.

" The Commission has been set up in pursuance of Finance Minister | There are over
Pranab Mukherjee’s budget announcement in 2010, which was made with | 59 Acts and
a view to rewriting and streamlining the financial sector laws, rules and
regulations to bring them in harmony with the requirements of the country’s
4N fast growing financial sector.
CUTS CART Apart from Justice Srikrishna as the head, other members of the 11-
member Commission include former Pension Fund Regulatory Development | them have
Authority Chairman D Swarup, former Axis Bank Chief P J Nayak and | become archaic
Prime Minister's Economic Advisory Council member M Govinda Rao.

IN THIS ISSUE The Commission will oversee the architecture of the legislative and regulatory system governing

the financial sector in the country and also look at the most appropriate means of oversight over

multiple rules
and regulations
and many of

Ombudsmen Receive regulators and their autonomy from the government. It will also examine if legislation should
15% More Complaints in mandate statement of principles of legislative intent behind every piece of subordinate legislation
2010 .ooiiieiiece e 2 to make the purposive intent of the legislation clear and transparent to users of the law and to
Villagers Pay More than the courts. . . . . .
. Al o The Commission will look at the feasibility of whether public feedback for draft subordinate
Maximum Retail Price ... 2 o ; . -
legislation should be made mandatory, with exception for emergency measures and also examine
A two-day Orientation the interplay of exchange controls under Foreign Exchange Management Act and Foreign Direct

Workshop for Partners .. 4 |nvestment policy with other regulatory regimes within the financial sector. (The Hindu, 25.03.11)




Ombudsmen Receive 15% More Complaints in 2010

he number of complaints received by the Banking Ombudsmen increased by 15 percent in 2009-10 to 79,266

compared with 69,117 complaints received in 2008-09, according to the latest Annual Report of the Banking
Ombudsman Scheme released by the RBI. Banking Ombudsmen offices in Chennai accounted for the maximum
receipt of complaints (16.10 percent), followed by New Delhi at 15.20, Mumbai at 13.7 and Kanpur at 9.9 percent.

The RBI introduced the Banking Ombudsmen Scheme in 1995, to provide an expeditious and inexpensive forum

to bank customers for resolution of their complaints relating to deficiency in banking services provided by commercial
banks, regional rural banks and scheduled primary cooperative banks. There are 15 Banking Ombudsman offices

across the country.

Credit card-related complaints at 24 percent of the total complaints formed a significant proportion, followed by
complaints relating to ‘failure to meet commitments made’ at 15 percent. Complaints related to loans and advances at
8 percent, remittance-related complaints (7 percent), deposits-related complaints (5 percent), pension-related complaints

(6 percent).

Using the feedback received from Banking Ombudsmen, the RBI asked agency banks to pay compensation at
Bank rate plus 2 percent penalty for delay in payment of pension dues. It advised them to pay compensation of 100
a day to the complainants for delay in resolving complaints in respect of failed ATM transactions.

Further, the RBI directed banks to issue no-due certificates in all cases resolved through Banking Ombudsmen’s
intervention within a week of reaching such settlement, and also suitably modify records of Credit Information Bureau

of India Ltd.

Villagers Pay More than
Maximum Retail Price

Rural consumers often shell out more than the
maximum retail price for basic necessities and
services, according to a study.

This happens due to faulty distribution networks
in rural areas, states the Base of Pyramid Distribution
Challenge, a study done by Chennai-based Institute
of Financial Management and Research (IFMR).

A premium of 25-100 percent is often charged
on several products sold in rural areas, states the
study. For instance, a packet of salt available in urban
areas for T8 may be sold in rural areas between
T16 and T25.

The base of pyramid (BoP) penalty is primarily
an outcome of local monopolies, inadequate access,
poor distribution and strong traditional
intermediaries.

“Most manufacturers assume their role to be
complete once their products have been pushed to
the first link of the distribution chain. It falls on each
member in a distribution network to undertake a part
of the responsibility and the decision is crucial to
successful product adoption,” states the study.

The rural BoP market segment spends close to
78 percent on food, which is an immediate survival
need. This is followed by energy needs that account
for 12 percent of the total expenditure. Next in line
are spends on health at three percent, and
transportation, housing and household goods at two
percent respectively.

For small and medium or big companies aiming
to successfully distribute their goods and services
in the rural areas, a good local partner is imperative.
While microfinance institutions are nowhere close
to being the one-stop solution to all rural BoP
distribution problems, non-governmental
organisations, self-help groups and cooperatives are
viable partners, recommends the study.

(The Hindu Business Line, 21.03.11)

(The Hindu Business Line, 11.02.11)

Rs 1,360 cr Lying
Unclaimed in Bank Accounts

The government and the RBI are considering a proposal to
set up a ‘Depositor Education and Awareness Fund’ using the
money lying in unclaimed deposit accounts, which have not been
operated for 10 years or more.

As on December 31, 2009, there are 10,171,368 such
unclaimed deposit accounts with a total amount of ¥1,360.32
crore, the Finance Minister, Pranab Mukherjee, said in a written
statement in the Lok Sabha.

Since the RBI has not yet formulated any scheme for utilisation
of such funds, the amount of unclaimed deposits lies with the
respective banks and is utilised by them for their general business
like any other deposits.

The new proposal is to credit the amount lying in such
accounts, within three months from the expiry of the 10-year
period, to the ‘Depositor Education and Awareness Fund’,
Mukherjee said.

The Fund is proposed to be utilised for promotion of the
interests of depositors and for such other purposes specified by
the RBI. The Minister said the government is contemplating
amending the Banking Regulation Act, 1949 for creating the Fund.

However, a depositor or any other claimant could claim his/
her deposit or unclaimed account or operate his deposit account
from or with the bank even after the expiry of the 10-year-period,
he said, adding that such bank shall be liable to repay such
deposit or amount at the rate of interest specified by the RBI.

(The Hindu Business Line, 03.12.10)

Unclaimed money

(as on Dec 31, 2009)

Banks No: of unclamed doposit accounts| Amount

(current, saving, fixed & others) | (% Crore)
SBI Group 1435259 158.43
Nationalised 7356457 1010.95
Private Sector 1330723 143.62
Foreign 48929 47.32
All scheduled commercial 10171368 1360.32
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